
 

 

The Ways of Grace is 

the monthly newsletter 

o f  G r a c e  

Lutheran Church, Fair-

mont MN for members, 

visitors and friends of 

Grace. The monthly 

deadline is the third 

Wednesday of the 

month. Please send cor-

respondence to the 

Ways of Grace editor 

Lori Haugen, lori-

haugen@frontiernet.net

, 507-235-3188. 

March 18, 2008 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURC H  

To all; after some discussions today and adjusting schedules, my error, we have a new 

Halftime schedule as follows: 

· March 23: no Halftime Easter Sunday  

· March 30: Pastor Steve Bible Study on John (Dick will be gone)  

· April 6: Pastor Steve Bible Study on John  

· April 13: Marv and Jean Kananen Missionaries  

· April 20: Council Review of Bishop Hansen's Book on Leadership in the 

Church  

· April 27: Synod Assembly Feedback  

· May 4: Belize Mission Trip Report 

We need to make sure this revised schedule makes it in the bulletin and Ways of 

Grace, service announcements, etc. as necessary. 

  

Thanks,  

Dick 
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a Meeting Date: March 18, 2008 

Grace Lutheran Church Council Agenda 

 

I. Call to Order  

1) Devotion by: 

2) Bible Study 

 

II.  Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

III.  Ministry Reports  

1) Discipleship Ministry 

2) Fellowship Ministry 

3) Service Ministry 

4) Outreach Ministry 

5) Worship Ministry 

 

IV.  Staff Reports 

1) Pastor Steve 

2) Pastor Terry 

3) Jen 

 

V. Treasurers Report 

 

VI.  Old Business:  

  

VII.  New Business:  

 

VIII.  Adjourn Meeting  

1) Lordôs Prayer 

2) Next Meeting; April 22, 2008 5:00pm Laurel Lounge                  

3) Next Months Devotions ___________ 
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Council Agenda Continued  
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Dick Gerhardt, Lisa Ellingson, Pastor Steve Berkeland, Pastor Terry Brandt, Jen 

Bartholmey, Scott Drever, Pat Witty, Cyndi Johnson, Sarah Carlstrom, Randy 

Krogman, Jamie Kueker, Karen Toupal 

Present:   

Ken Craig, Pat Witty, Jane Reiman Absent: 

Meeting Date: February 19th, 2008 

Council Members 

Sarah Carlstrom 

Ken Craig 

Scott Drever 

Lisa Ellingson 

Dick Gerhardt 

Cyndi Johnson 

Randy Krogman 

Jamie Kueker 

Karen Toupal 

Pat Witty 

Call to Order:  Dick Gerhardt, President   Devotions: Steve Berkeland 

Minutes from January meeting were approved with one change. The Summer Mis-

sion will be going to Amoroso Colorado, not Amoroso Texas.   

 

Ministry Reports:  

Discipleship: The announcement was made about the new Ministry Education Coor-

dinator  position. The Youth Education committee was very excited 

about the change. A finalized job description will be presented to the 

board soon. The personnel committee will also be meeting soon to start 

looking for the right person to fill this position. The start date is being left 

open at this point in time.  

 

Fellowship:  Planning for the Easter Breakfast will be underway soon. We are con-

tacting people about co-chairing this event. Keep your ears open for more 

information.  

 

Service: Take a look at the new lights in the sanctuary!  This new fluorescent 

lighting is brighter and more economic friendly. The payment for these 

lights will be spread over 3 years. It cost $500.00 per light instead of the 

previous estimate of $2500.00 per light.  

 

 Some investigation has been done about possibly having real candles for 

the 11:00 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. The Fire Marshal has 

given his approval. The insurance company has also approved this idea, 

while stating a few precautions about fire safety. Removal of the pew 

cushions is suggested but not required for coverage. Worship committee 

would like to continue discussion on this service.  

Outreach:  The Phantom Tea fundraiser, the first of the big fundraisers for the out-

reach team and their mission is coming soon. Get you checkbooks ready! 

  

Worship:  Thank you to Scott Drever who shared the message for the Lenten Wor-

ship on Wednesday, February 13th. It was a heartfelt message.  
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Church Council Continued  

 Thank you, Randy Krogman, for looking into the Candlelight regulations for the worship 

team. The committee will look into purchasing real candles for the Christmas Eves Candlelight 

Service. 

 There have been some requests that the front left pew, on the pulpit side, be removed to create 

more space. Motion by Dick Gerhardt to table this discussion until next monthôs meeting. This 

motion was seconded and was carried.  

 

Staff Reports:  

Pastor Steve: The Funeral Committee, represented by Jan Nielson, would like to find a home under one of 

the service teams. Service teams should think about where this might fit the best.  

 

Pastor Terry: Thank you to the Youth for you kind gift to the Brandt and Berkeland family of a weekend at 

the Abby in Bettendorf, IA. It was a very exciting and adventurous weekend that was much ap-

preciated.   

 

Jen: Mission Marinara  raised close to $1000.00! Thank you to all who contributed to that mission.  

 

 This yearôs Winter Luau , formally know as the Winter Carnival, has been rescheduled for 

March 16th. This is hopefully day that can be better attended than the previous date. Keep your 

eyes open and ask Jen Bartholmey if you have any questions. 

 

Treasury Report: No new business at this time. It is typical to have to borrow from oneôs self in January 

because of a slow down in giving. That is true this year, however, that is nothing to be alarmed 

of.  

 

Old Business: Please remember to review your bubbles and get any changes to Justin Carlstrom. Also remem-

ber to update your list of team members and their contact information and get that to Justin 

Carlstrom as well. His email address is carlstrom@gracelutheranchurch.org.  

 We are still discussing the idea to change the councilôs term length from 2 years to 3 years. Ser-

vice team will be meeting to come up with a plan for this transition. It will be discussed again at 

that time.   

 

New Business: No new business at this time.  

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 18th at 5:00 in the Laurel Lounge.  Devotions: Pat Witty 

Meeting Adjourned by praying the Lordôs Prayer in unison.  

Submitted by: Sarah Carlstrom, Secretary 
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Cyndi Johnson, Beth Senf, Mary Staley, Karen Toupal, Pastor Terry Brandt Present:   

 Absent: 

Meeting Date: March 4, 2008  

Team Members 

Karen Toupal 

Cyndi Johnson 

Jen Bartholmey 

Jaime Bleess 

Terry Brandt 

Beth Senf 

Mary Staley 

 

 

 

Approved February minutes  

 

Bubbles 

¶ TLC - The yearly 3 year old prayer session will be under TLC from now on. Karen 

and Cyndi will coordinate with Donna. Other ideas discussed: Would this be a good 

time to talk about Power Hour? Should parents come to Power Hour with their 3 yr. 

olds for the 1st few times and make it a parent/child event? Etc. 

¶ Confirmation  

1. Education Forum ï The next forum will be on March 6, 2008. Jill Maake-

stad and Kate Hawkins are coordinating the forum. 

 

¶ Youth Education  

1. Christian Education Director-This position is being advertised at this 

time. The Personnel Committee will be doing the interviewing and the 

hiring. Discussed the changes this would bring and the transition. 

 

¶ Adult Education-Nothing additional.  

 

¶ Youth Ministry - Boy Scouts ï One person has expressed interest in helping the Boy 

Scouts at this time. Will continue to advertise for additional support. 

 

Other Business 

1. Received a request from Concordia to fund scholarships. In the past the 

council has felt that Grace should not limit their support just to students that 

attend Lutheran schools. Mary will check with Marcia Burgraff if any pro-

gress has been made to set up a scholarship fund that would be open to all 

students from Grace. 

2. Received a request from the Post Prom committee asking for funds. Pastor 

Terry will let the committee know that they are welcomed to put a blurb in 

the bulletin asking Grace members to donate to this positive cause. 
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Discipleship Team Continued  

Next Meeting scheduled for April 1st at 5:30pm at Starbucks 
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Pastor Steve Berkeland, Sarah Carlstrom, Jamie Kueker Present:   

 Absent: 

Meeting Date: February 19th, 2008 

Team Members 

Sarah Carlstrom 

Jamie Kueker 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

The Easter Breakfast is fast approaching on Sunday, March 23rd. Heading up this 

event is Jen Bartholmey with the help of Sarah Carlstrom. They have a wonderful group 

of students already signed up to work! More adult workers are still needed. Sign up on 

Jenôs door if interested. The breakfast will begin after the 6:30 sunrise service in the Fel-

lowship Hall and will end at 11:15. A goodwill offering will be taken at eh door. Bring 

you family and friends to this Easter Morning Celebration! 

 

Also coming up is the Good Friday Lunch. It will be held this Friday, March 21st. 

Leading this meal will be Donna Krahmer and Dorothy Osland. Join us in the Fellow-

ship Hall after the 12:00 service for this event.  
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Fellowship Team Continued  
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Scott Drever, Jan Nielsen, Chris & Linda Brand, Joyce Rosenberg, Pr. Terry Brandt, 

Jen Bartholmey.   

Present:   

 Absent: 

Meeting Date: March 11, 2008 

Meeting called to order with Devotions & Opening Prayer by Scott. 

 

(Small Group Team Meetings for next 20-30 minutes) 

 

TEAM REPORTS:  

 Jerusalem:  (Local) 

New Circle booklets are completed and are being distributed. 

New Member Sunday scheduled for April 20th.  New member list was distrib-

uted. Plans include welcoming new members by inviting them to a ñSubway 

supperò with Outreach Team and Council members on April 15, 6: p.m.  

Information packets about Grace will be distributed, and each Council Team will have a 

representative speak on their Council duties, encouraging new members 

to become active in an area of service they are most interested in. 

Prayer Shawl Comm. is seeking new knitters and crocheters to make the shawls.  Al-

ways seeking people in need of receiving a prayer shawl. Contact Pas-

tors. 

Visitation Team meeting is March 27th.  More servants are needed for Visitation. 

Souper Bowl Sunday was a success, according to Jen. 

Benefit dinner for the family of Richard Smith was discussed.  Although no date has 

been set, tentative plans for May are being considered. 

 

Judea:  (Regional) 

Habitat for Humanity:   Chris reported the 2007 Habitat home in Elmore is completed, 

with an Open House held last weekend.  A new Habitat home in Fair-

mont is scheduled for 2008. 

Elmore Academy:  Shelly has ordered the Easter gifts for residents and will have them 

distributed soon. Funding for Bibles for residents was postponed until 

next month. 

 

Samaria & the Ends of the Earth:  (National)  

Missions: Phantom Tea mailing has gone out, asking participants to reply by 

this weekend ï or before the end of March.  Spring Salad Luncheon / Silent 

Auction will be held April 26th.  Silent Auction items are still being accepted. 

World Hunger Needs were discussed b y Pr. Terry. 

Team Members 

Scott Drever 

Dick Gerhardt 

Jan Nielsen 

Marian Johnson 

LuAnn Armitage 

Dennis Madsen 

Carol Tvedten 

Donna Torgerson 

Pr. Terry Brandt 

Jen Bartholmey  

Team Members 

Scott Drever 

Dick Gerhardt 

Jan Nielsen 

Marian Johnson 

LuAnn Armitage 

Dennis Madsen 

Carol Tvedten 

Donna Torgerson 

Terry Brandt 

Jen Bartholmey 

Reid Gerhardt 

Chris Brand 

Linda Brand 

Shelly Senf 
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Outreach Team Continued  

Belize Mission Trip by several members of Grace & the community was shared by Jen, who was one 

of the servants attending.  It was a great and life changing experience for them all! 

 

Announcements:  Next meeting- April 8, 2008, 5:00 p.m. Devotions: Chris  

Meeting adjourned at 6:00, by praying the Lordôs Prayer in unison. 

 

Submitted by Jan Nielsen, typed by Donna Torgerson (with a few additions)  dt 
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 Present:   

 Absent: 

Meeting Date:  

Team Members 

Ken Craig 

Randy Krogman 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 

Team Members 
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