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Ways  of  GRACE 
September, 2022

Wor ship. Fel l owship. Discipl eship. Ser v ice. Out r each

Transitions can be beautiful. 
The dawning of a new  day.  The joining of two individual  l ives.  

This month, our  Grace community is transi t ioning in many ways-- famil ies w i l l  star t a 
new  school  year , fal l  programming w i l l  begin, and we w i l l  welcome a new  lead pastor  

for  the f i r st t ime in eighteen years.  In this issue of the Ways of  Grace, you w i l l  notice God 
is cal l ing you to use your  unique talents to add to this exci t ing t ime at Grace.                            

Li fe at Grace is more beauti ful  w ith YOU--join us!
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t he   past or 's   pen 

Interim Pastor Joe BW Smith  
smith@gracelutheranchurch.org

Serving in Gratitude at Grace for Thirteen Months

How are you today, Pastor Joe?

Grateful.

Many of you have pointed out my frequent response to common greetings. I am 
not always grateful, but I always need the reminder regardless of whether I am 
grateful. We are coming to the end of our time together at Grace Lutheran 
Church. I officially started as an interim pastor August 11, 2021. Because Pastor 
Steve Birkeland departed for another call in August 2019 and Pastor John Heille 
took another call in February 2022, it probably feels like you have been down a 
long road to get to the start date for Pastor Allison Cobb on September 19th.

Indeed, your time in between called pastors has been a long road, with a few do-overs and a pandemic to contend 
with. For me, as your interim do-over, the length of interim ministry lasted in the normal range (they average 
about 15 months during my career). Today is a day to look back with gratitude as you look forward to welcoming 
Pastor Allison Cobb.

I invite you to join me at worship at either 8:30AM or 10:15AM on Sunday, September 11th. We will give thanks 
to God for our time together, a time of perspective on what it means to be a community of faith in Christ. We 
will not all be able to say thank you in person, but I am grateful for showing me the Christ in you over these past 
13 months. My last day at the church will be Thursday, September 15th.

A pastor?s work is often behind the scenes. I know this because I still occasionally hear the joke, ?It must be great 
to have a job where you only work one day per week!? One of my main purposes as an interim pastor at Grace 
was articulated when I was interviewed last summer by four Council members. They were deeply concerned 
about staff transition, support, and cohesiveness. Staff cohesion is one of the things that is rarely apparent to a 
congregation on Sunday mornings. Of course, there were the typical Sunday and Wednesday duties that needed 
my attention, but I wanted to make sure there was as much staff communication, collaboration, and support as 
possible. In some cases, I brought on temporary staff members to fill in some of the gaps in pastoral care and 
music. I am also eternally grateful for the flexibility, collegiality, and support of Pastor Jackie Ziemer in preaching 
and pastoral care. In addition, while I have heard from many at Grace that the volunteer pool seems to be 
shrinking, I experienced not only caring, but extremely skilled volunteers at almost every turn. During my 13 
months I have had to deal with shoulder surgery, spider bites that knocked me down for multiple days, and 
COVID.

Though never easy, gifts abound at Grace Lutheran Church in such a way that we were almost always able to 
respond to needs in the congregation in the face of COVID and staff shortages. While not sustainable in the 
long-term, I am grateful how the community of Grace Lutheran Church responded in faithful ministry in a 
variety of situations. We never merely waited for the next pastor to arrive. God continued to work in you over 
this transition time. God?s Holy Spirit is clearly moving among you.

While it feels like you are coming to the end of a long road and there is a temptation to exhale and relax, there are 
more transitions on the horizon. While all these transitions can be challenging, I am grateful because I believe 
you can look at them as a sign of life. There are many congregations who do not have the choices and 
opportunities you have. In Pastor Allison you have a new pastor who is looking forward to working with you and 
the community. God is at work, and you are invited to be along for the ride. (continued on page 3)  
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Open Door Menu for October:

Wednesday, Oct 6th - Tacos

Wed, October 13th - Creamed Chicken

Wed,Oct.  

 Open Door Serving Hours:  
4:45PM-6:15PM

wel come  t o    Gr ace  

Grace Members, 

The Congregational Council recently approved the hiring of C.T. Hogan to fill 
the position of Music Director.  C.T. will work with all the musicians and 
directors at Grace to help them coordinate needs for the various worship 
services at Grace.  C.T. will also lead the New Song Choir at the 10:15AM 
service.  Below is a short bio about C.T.  The Personnel Committee included 
New Song Choir Members in the 2nd interview with C.T. and everyone on 
the interview team unanimously recommended him!  We look forward to 
welcoming C.T. in the coming weeks. His bio is included below. 

Jolene Rosol, Church Council President

C.T. Hogan

C.T. grew up in a traditional ELCA church in southwest Wisconsin, where he started playing music in church in 
7th grade. In addition to singing, he plays trombone, keyboard, and drums. He was a music major for a year in 
college before deciding he didn?t want to pursue music for a living (he has since changed his mind).

He has attended six different colleges and even managed to graduate from a couple of them. After earning a masters 
degree in medieval studies in Scotland, he studied history at the University of California before teaching ancient 
and medieval history at the University of Wisconsin and a small Catholic college which permanently closed 
because of the pandemic. While living near Silicon Valley, he started working as a mobile phone game producer 
and still does creative content writing and producing occasionally.

He has worked as a music leader in several Protestant churches over the past two decades, and is now coming to 
Minnesota from western Maryland where he was the Director of Contemporary Worship at an ELCA church. He 
is passionate about including woodwinds and brass in worship, and loves arranging music for whatever 
instrumentation is available.  For the first couple of months in 2022 his contemporary worship band was just a 
piano and bass clarinet!  He looks forward to involving more instrumentalists at Grace. He has played in and 
arranged music for multiple jazz bands and trombone choirs (it?s not as bad as you think), and during the pandemic 
he learned to play the vibraphone (the xylophone?s cooler, smoother big brother).

He loves jazz & funk, role-playing games, medieval history, half of the Star Wars videos on Disney+, and potato 
chips.

(Pastor's Pen continued from page 2)  I am grateful for what God is doing in all of you. In the story of the road to 
Emmaus, Jesus encounters travelers who are trying to make sense of the life of Jesus (Luke 24). They are travelers, 
but there is still much to be revealed? on the road Jesus welcomes them to break bread together, and they will see 
much more. I think about Grace Lutheran Church when I think about that story. You are still traveling on a road, 
encountering Jesus, with much to be revealed in the days and years ahead.

Thank you for the opportunity to take part in preparing for new chapters, stories, and encounters as God reveals 
your next season in ministry!

God?s peace be with you always?

Pastor Joe BW Smith
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Wor ship & Music
Wor ship

*Communion is offered each Sunday.
*Al l  services w i l l  be l ive streamed on Facebook , and our  webpage.  

Sometimes there is a lot of talk in the Bible and in church about the Holy Spirit. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to his 
followers according to the Gospel of John so that they may remember all of the things that Jesus taught them and 
remind them of God's love for them. In the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit is a guide for followers of Jesus, and also 
has great power to help people serve God together, often overcoming great obstacles. Paul teaches Jesus followers 
to "live in the Spirit". But how do you know whether the Spirit is at work in you? This summer's worship series 
will reflect on "The Fruits of the Spirit" as outlined in Galatians 5: 22-23. The summer is a great time to reflect on 
such things, as we watch fruit grow all around us (I especially love going to the Farmer's Market to see what fruit 
has been growing and is ready to eat).  May you have a fruit-filled summer!  Beginning Wednesday, Sept. 14th 
at 6:30PM, Wednesday Worship w i l l  return to the Grace Sanctuary.  
  

SUMMER  wor ship   schedul e -    Ends  wednesday,  Sept   7t h  

Sundays            at 9:30AM  Until Sunday, Sept. 4th

Tuesdays  at 2:00PM  Fairmont Cable TV Channel 12 (pre-recorded)

Wednesdays   at 6:00PM   June 8th - Sept. 7th - Sylvania Park Bandshell    

6:00PM   Wednesdays   Unt il  wednesday,  Sept   7t h 
*Note summer  t ime change!*
Sermon Ser ies:  Frui ts of the Spir i t

Fal l    wor ship   schedul e -    begins  sunday,   Sept   11t h  

Sundays            at 8:30AM and 10:15AM

Tuesdays  at 2:00PM  Fairmont Cable TV Channel 12 (pre-recorded)

Wednesdays    at 6:30PM  Grace Sancturary
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Wor ship  & Music 
September 4, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be 
helped by translating Paul's request to Philemon into our prayer 
of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the 
company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 
recalling God's grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be 
strengthened in this hour to "choose life"?to choose life in God 
as our own.
FIRST READING:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20
SECOND READING:  Philemon 1-21
GOSPEL:  Luke 14:25-33

September 11, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today's gospel is 
actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats 
with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a 
holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1Timothy 
reminds us, "The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
FIRST READING:  Exodus 32:7-14
SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
GOSPEL:  Luke 15:1-1

Wor ds   f or    wor ship
September 18, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers 
(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that 
we are bought with a price. "Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave 
himself a ransom for all." Apart from the generosity of God we have 
nothing?we are nothing. By God's gracious favor we have everything 
we need.
FIRST FIRST READING:  Amos 8:4-7
SECOND READING:  1 Timothy 2:1-7
GOSPEL:  Luke 16:1-13

September 25, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those "at our 
gate," visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential component 
of good stewardship.  It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the 
snare of wealth.  It is the one whom death could not hold?who comes 
to us risen from the dead?who can free us from the death grip of 
greed.
FIRST READING:  Amos 6:1a, 4-7
SECOND READING:  1 Timothy 6:6-19
GOSPEL:  Luke 16:19-31
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Business  of   gr ace
Jolene Rosol, Council President
Council@gracelutheranchurch.org

Grace Lutheran Church Counci l  Minutes
August 21, 2022

Members present:  Jolene Rosol, Ben Jordan, Pete 
Odgren, Carolyn Bird, Jane Reiman, Ilene Reiter, Patti 
Mathews and Pastor Joe.

Members absent : Joice Forster, Wayne Olson, Josh 
Ensrud and Eric Tonder.

Cal l  to Order :  The meeting was called to order by 
Council President, Jolene Rosol.

Devotional :  Ilene shared a devotional titled ?Another 
Jake?, Psalm 119:37, about turning our eyes away from 
worthless things and keep focused on the important.

Approval  of Meeting Minutes:  Council minutes 
from July 17, 2022 were reviewed and approved via 
email on 7-22-2022.  Ilene moved to accept, seconded by 
Carolyn Bird. Motion carried.

Financial  Repor t:  Jane Reiman reviewed the financial 
reports.  Everything is on track.  Jane shared next month 
will start the budgeting of the teams.

Team Repor ts

Worship:  Worship Team shared Worship on the 
Water was successful.  Thank you, Patti, for making a 
list of items, areas needed to be handled to make 
Worship on the Water a success for future reference.

CYF Team:  An end of year session was held and 
leaders were able to share positives or concerns.  For 
BLAST, Choir times are being adjusted this year to 
allow more choir time.  September 14th is the first day 
of BLAST and Confirmation. The team agreed to look 
into VBS camp again next year.

Outreach Team:  Open Door starts September 14, 
2022.  Carolyn is working on communication with 
Photo Press and Sentinel to share Open Door dates with 
the community.  Meals on Wheels is needing volunteers 
during first two weeks of September. Details for farewell 
for Pastor Joe were finalized. 

Missions: Apple Pie Bake is September 24th.  Ukraine 
Fundraiser will continue thru August.

Service Team:  Investigating companies to address the 
stained glass windows needing repair.  Because of the 
large cost for this project, a special fundraising program 
may need to be done.  Looking into a snow blower/ lawn 
mower combination, getting estimates.  Ice maker in 
kitchen has stopped working, looking into options for 
this.  Also discussed wedding fees. The reimbursement 
fees were adjusted since the fees hadn?t been adjusted in 
well over a decade.

Old Business:  There was a motion by Ben and 
seconded by Pete to approve the hiring of C.T. Hogan, as 
the new Music/Worship Director. The motion carried.  
His start date will be September 22, 2022.

The council will continue to monitor/ develop the area of 
needing more musicians to play the organ.

Upcoming Dates:

Pastor Allison?s installation will be on 9-25-2022 at the 
8:30 service and at the 10:15 service.  Welcome reception 
will be held after both services.

New Business:  The Call Committee is looking at a 
profile currently and may have more to look at soon.

Background checks- The council, with Pastor Allison, 
will search avenues of frequency, cost and other details 
regarding background checks.  Pastor Joe has 
recommended that the Senior Pastor and a member of 
the Executive committee review the background checks.  
Our current program REALM has a background check 
program which will be looked into.

Pastor  Joe:

Pastor Joe needs two council members to assist with the 
Worship service September 11, 2022. Pete and Jolene 
have agreed to help.  Pastor Joe reviewed ?On Boarding" 
- working with HR, which is opening communication 
with meetings to address any questions, concerns, issues 
as needed with staff.  Pastor Joe shared he will be 
available for a few weeks to be a resource if Pastor 
Allison wishes to contact him.  Pastor Joe has lined up 2 
adults to help with confirmation needs for the start of 
2022 during Pastor Allison?s transition.  Pastor Joe also 
recommended we continue to keep a supply of the 
individual communion cups available.  The council 
thanks Pastor Joe for his great leadership during his 
interim.

Next Council meeting is September 18, 2022, starting at 
11:15AM.  Devotions by Pete Odgren.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord?s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Ilene Reiter.

Approval  of Secretary?s Repor t

The August 21, 2022, council minutes were reviewed 
and approved via email on August 21, 2022.  Motion by 
Pete Odgren seconded by Patti Mathews to approve.  
Motion carried.
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Business  of   gr ace
Jolene Rosol, Council President
Council@gracelutheranchurch.org

f inancial   snapshot    f or    j uly

Open Door meals return 
in September! 

 Join us in the Fellowship Hall 
on Wednesday evenings            
from 4:45PM to 6:15PM. 

September's Menu:

Sept. 14th -  Tacos

Sept. 21st - Creamed Chicken

Sept. 28th - Sloppy Joes

Oct. 5th - MeatballsGrace's
 September Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
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Chil dr en, Yout h & Family
Director of Christian Education, Nicki Kueker

kueker@gracelutheranchurch.org

 

Al l  BLAST and Confirmation students need to 
register  for  the fal l !

Fall registration forms are available 
to fill out online--all children 3 
years old (as of Sept. 1, 2022) 
through 9th grade need to register 
for BLAST and Confirmation!  
B.L.A.S.T. and Confirmation will return on 
Wednesday evenings, beginning Wednesday, 
September 14th at 5:30PM.  We will have Cherub & 
Alleluia Choir, learning lessons and lots of FUN!! 

To register for fall activities, follow the link 
https:/ / forms.gle/bQb3ov7wdnBg6nQq5, or scan the 

QR code.                     

 

Summer is quickly coming to an end!

As I sit in the warm summer sunlight, I realize how much I will miss the hot and humid weather. Some of the days 
you may have heard some whining about the hot weather coming from the rooms at Grace. Though we will miss 
the warm sunshine and the fun evening campfires and watching the beautiful stars, all of these are images of what 
God is placing in our lives to try to remind us to slow down. Sitting and watching my daughter at the pool and 
hearing the laughter from so many other children, I am reminded to slow down so I can take all this in each day!

As seniors are getting ready to leave for college--some close and others going far away--they are wrapping up items 
with friends.  I recently sat at the local coffee shop listening to friends apologize to each other about past mistakes 
that were made and asking for forgiveness for other mistakes. Hopefully, what they have learned in Sunday School, 
Confirmation and church will help each student going out in the world to be a better person!  

Enjoy the fall of 2022!!

-Nicki

B.L.A.S.T. Teacher  Training
Date:  Thursday, September 1st

Time:  6:00 PM
Place:  Fellowship Hall

https://forms.gle/bQb3ov7wdnBg6nQq5
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Chil dr en, Yout h   &   Family

Grace Lutheran   
Wednesday Night Schedule:

4:45PM-6:15PM - Open Door Meal - 
All are invited to Fellowship Hall for 

an evening meal.  

5:30PM-6:30PM - BLAST for 
PreK-6th Graders, including Cherub 
& Alleluia Choir, learning lessons and 

fun!  

6:35PM - Wednesday Worship

6:35PM-7:40PM - Confirmation for 
       7th-9th Graders  

What is the schedule for  
Wednesday Nights?

-Wednesday, Sept. 7th - 10th Grade 
Confirmation Student/Parent Meeting 
following 6:30PM Wednesday Worship in 
Sylvania Park - Ice cream treats provided.

-Wednesday, Sept. 14th - Open Door, 
BLAST Education Hour & Confirmation 
begins!

      -PreK-1st grade will meet in the Chapel. 

      -2nd-6th grades will meet in assigned 
classrooms. (Watch for postcards to come 
out the first week in September with class 
information.)  

        -7th Grade Confirmation Student will 
attend worship and /  Parent Meeting 
following 6:30PM Wednesday Worship in 
Worship Center

        -8th & 9th Grade Confirmation 
Students will attend worship with small 
groups and following will go to Fellowship 

Mark  your  calendars for  impor tant 
September  dates:

I?m gonna sing when the Spirit says, "Sing!?
Kris Tillotson, director of the Cherub and Alleluia Choirs, would like to invite all Grace Lutheran Church 
children to sing in the children?s choirs at Grace!  Cherub Choir (3 yrs to 1st Grade) meets in the Chapel from 
5:30-6:00PM on Wednesday evenings, and the Alleluia Choir (2nd - 6th Grade) meets in the Chapel from 
6:00-6:30PM on Wednesday evenings.

Both choirs will follow the Open Door schedule. When there is no Open Door or if school is called off on a 
Wednesday, there will be no Cherub and Alleluia Choirs.

Come and join Miss Kris and our wonderful accompanist, Kristin Johnson, to sing and Praise The Lord!!



10

   

2022 Worship on the Water!



11

2022 Worship on the Water!
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Grace Lutheran Church
300 S Grant St
Fairmont, MN 56031

Address Service Request ed

The Ways of Grace is the monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church, Fairmont MN for members, visitors and friends of 
Grace. The monthly deadline is the 15th of the month. Please send correspondence regarding the Ways of Grace to the editor 

at office@gracelutheranchurch.org.

Contact  t he   Staf f  

Inter im Pastor  Joe BW Smith - smith@gracelutheranchurch.org

Nick i  Kueker  - Director of Christian Education 
kueker@gracelutheranchurch.org 

Jennel le Cunning - Deacon of Spiritual Care
cunning@gracelutheranchurch.org

Jane Reiman - Finance Director 
reiman@gracelutheranchurch.org

Amber  Ogaard - Office Coordinator
office@gracelutheranchurch.org

Brad Anderson- Maintenance 
Emergency contact number: 236-1123

Our  Facebook  page (Fairmont Grace Lutheran Church), the church website 
(www.gracelutheranchurch.org),  and our  church emai ls are a few  places to go to get        

updates on the worship schedule.  You can also cal l  the church off ice at 238-4418.
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