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WAYS OF GRACE 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Grace Annual Meeting Christmas Eve Worship 

Our Mission: To boldly live out our faith in Jesus 
through worship, fellowship, and service to God 

and our neighbor, here and around the world. 

December 2025 - January 2026  

8 3 3 

Advent Mid-Week Worship 

Merry Christmas! 
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THE PASTOR’S PEN                 REV. DR. ALLISON COBB 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good  
news of great joy for all the people.”  --Luke 2:10  

 
Dear Friends of Grace,  
 
What a special time of year as we prepare and wait for the baby Jesus to arrive.   
The Savior of the World came not in grandeur and splendor, but in the muck and 
dirt of a feeding trough in a stable.  With Mary and Joseph, young and fearful for 
what lay ahead for their lives and the life of their son, and soon to be shepherds and wise men, Jesus 
came for all people.  In every walk of life, in the darkness and dreary, places forgotten, and people out of 
sight and out of mind, God gave his Son to save us all.  That is the unmerited gift we unwrap each 
Christmas that no box can hold, no credit card can buy, and no influence can empower.  Jesus came  
because God loves the world!  
 
This Advent and Christmas season, I hope you attend worship and invite a friend, co-worker, or neighbor 
too!  Come to hear the Christmas story and find your place in it, as a child of God, worthy of love, and 
given the gift of forgiveness and new life.  Each Sunday in Advent, we will light a candle as we prepare 
for the coming of Jesus who brought peace, love, hope, and joy.  On Wednesdays at noon, we will gather 
for Holden Evening Prayer in the chapel and at 6:30pm, we will sing Joyous Light in the sanctuary. 
There is a place for you here!  
 
On Christmas Eve, we will again offer our 11AM Cocoa and Carols casual Christmas Eve worship in the 
Fellowship Hall, complete with a children’s message, hearing the Christmas story, singing carols, and 
communion.  Our contemporary service is at 3pm followed by an 8pm traditional service, both with  
candles, communion, and Silent Night.  Then on Sunday, December 28, we will have one service at 
9:30am of Lessons and Carols.  Come to sing your favorite Christmas hymns, and the following Sunday 
on Epiphany, we sing even more carols as we celebrate the arrival of the wise men to Bethlehem.  
 
After our Christmas season, you are invited to share in the work of the church as we discern where the 
Holy Spirit is leading our congregation in the year ahead.  On Sunday, January 11, between the services, 
we will have a budget preview meeting to discuss Council’s proposed budget for 2026.  The following 
week, on Sunday, January 18, all are invited for donuts and coffee in the Fellowship Hall, between  
services, for our annual meeting.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about the work of the church, 
from programming through staffing, and hear testimonies from people who make Grace their church 
home.    
 
As this Pastor’s Page closes out one year and begins another, thank you for being a part of this special 
faith community.  Your attendance at worship, serving your neighbor in a variety of ways, your generous 
financial support of our ministries, and your invitation to others to come and see what God is up to here 
at Grace is amazing.  We are the church together.  May God bless you and yours this Christmas season 
and in the New Year too!  
 
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth.”  –John 1:14  
 
Your Sister in Christ,  
Pastor Allison  
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Sundays:  8:30AM Traditional  
   10:45AM Contemporary 

Tuesdays:  2:00PM Fairmont Cable TV Channel 12 
   (pre-recorded)  

Wednesdays: 6:30PM WOW, Worship on Wednesday! 

*Communion is offered each Sunday and Wednesday.  

*All services will be streamed on Facebook, YouTube, 
and our webpage. 

Senior Living Worship Services this month: December 8 at Lakeview Methodist Home,  
10 AM. Then December 10 at Goldfinch, 10 AM in Memory Care. Please come and worship 
with our friends and members of Grace!  

 Wednesday, December 24: 

 Cocoa and Carols Worship: 11:00AM, Fellowship Hall 

 Contemporary Christmas Eve Worship, 3:00PM, Sanctuary 

 Traditional Christmas Eve Worship, 8:00PM, Sanctuary 
 

A Service of Lessons and Carols: On Sunday, December 28, we will have once  
worship service at 9:30AM. Come for a special  service of readings, singing,  
communion, and prayer.  Hope to see you there! 

 
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die. John 11:25 
 

In profound grief and hope in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we announce the death of 
Lois Kessler. Rest eternal grant Lois, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 

Gracious God, 

Surround the family of Lois Kessler with your love, and grant them your peace, that they may not be 
overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to 
come. Thanks be to you, O God, for you give us the victorious through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Let Us Walk to the Manger Together!  The season of Advent will soon be upon  
us, and there is a place for you here at Grace!  Each Wednesday in Advent, we will  
be offering Holden Evening Prayer at Noon and Joyous Light at 6:30PM. Come for  
supper from 4:45-6:15pm and then enjoy a time of peaceful worship in the  
sanctuary.  Confirmation students are asked to invite their mentor to join them  
for worship, with discussion to follow, ending at 7:15PM.  This replaces our regular 
weekly class.  Parents are asked to drop off and pick up their students at the parking 
lot entrance and pick them up at 7:15PM.  The Staff at Grace wish you and yours a 
blessed Advent season! 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

Christmas Eve Schedule 
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BUSINESS OF GRACE 
Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

November 16, 2024 

 
Members Present: Troy Nemmers, Ardel Prescott, Kris Boerner, Mark Morris, Pastor Cole, Pastor  
Allison, Jane Reiman, Nancy Backer, Chery Brumbaugh, Andy Kryzer, Corey Klanderud, Jaime Core, 
Joyce Eisenmenger 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Devotional: Kris Boerner followed by Pastor Allison's prayer 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes from 11/16/25: approved via email. 
 
Approval of Financial Report: 2026 Proposed Budget approved with a modest 3.5 % increase to 2025. 
Thank you to Jane for working with committee members and the Service Team.  We will have a Budget 
Preview meeting for the congregation to ask questions on 1/11/26, the Sunday prior to the Annual  
Meeting on 1/18/26. 
 
Team Reports: available by email.  A brief update was provided on the Stewardship Team's work with the 
annual campaign and income generation for Grace.  Worship Team highlights included upcoming special 
Thanksgiving and mid-week Advent worship services. 
 
Old Business: Constitution status update awaiting Synod review. An update to the members was  
included in the November Ways of Grace. SEMN Synod anticipates a November review/approval of 
Grace’s updated constitution draft which will then go to the congregation for review. 
 
New Business: 
• Discussion of anniversary celebration planning by the Faith Legacy Team.  Activities and events will 

be organized by Grace teams.  Celebration date will be Sunday, 5/7/28 with Council approving a single 
worship service that day at 10AM and funding for the celebration coming from the 2025, 2026, and 
2027 HyVee and Fareway receipt reimbursements as needed.  

 
• St. Martin's Episcopal Church is considering selling their building and is interested in Grace as a  

possible location to worship.  The Council approves Grace to be a location if needed with a decision 
being made in the next six to twelve months by St. Martin's.   

 
• As part of the constitution work the Council is undergoing, further discussion on what defines a  

member of Grace was had.  The Council wants to honor the contribution through all ways people give 
generously to Grace including time, talents and treasure.  

 
• We continue to work to invite members of Grace to consider serving on the 2026 Council and thank 

them for their prayerful consideration.  
 
• No December meeting.   
 
Pastor Cole’s Report:  
•  Applied for a Daily Bread grant for $500 for our Open Door Meal and food pantry. 
 
• Pastor Cole was invited to apply for the ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant for a community garden at 

Grace.  This would address fresh produce needs in our community. 
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BUSINESS OF GRACE (CONTINUED) 

• Several youth happenings: an upcoming fundraiser is our youth wrapping event where members can 
drop off their gifts at church on Sunday 12/7 and pick them back up wrapped that afternoon.  Also, a 
lock-in hosted by Lutheran Lakeside Bible Camp will be held in January.   
 

• Hanging of the Greens: the congregation is invited to help decorate the sanctuary for Advent and 
Christmas at noon on Sunday, 11/23.  Pizza will be served! 

 
Pastor Allison’s Report: 
• Quality of Call Initiative of the ELCA: Pastor Allison writes, "I am humbled and honored to be asked by 

our bishop to apply for the "Called to One Another Leadership Summit" through the Quality of Call  
Initiative of the ELCA! I was one of eight women pastors in our synod chosen to attend this January  
12-14 conference in Alexandria, MN.   The purpose is to share best practices for shaping quality calls 
for women as a pastoral minority group in the ELCA.  We were asked to identify and nominate male 
colleagues who would be allies to support this work, and I nominated Pastor Cole who was also  
selected.  We will both attend the conference and then be called to share best practices in our synod." 

 
• Faith Legacy Team: this newly formed team has gathered to begin planning Grace’s 100th anniversary 

which will take place on Sunday, May 7, 2028.  A special worship service and meal is planned to honor 
the history of Grace and look ahead to where the Holy Spirit is leading Grace into the future. 

 
• Holiday Worship Opportunities:  Our Sunday of Thanks will be held on November 23 where we will 

bless food collected in the Fill the Altar food drive and bless the congregation's prayerful discernment 
as our stewardship campaign concludes.  Then, during the season of Advent, we will offer Noon  
worship with Holden Evening Prayer and 6:30PM worship singing Joyful Light.   

 
• Community Carols Singalong!  This festive holiday event will be hosted by the ecumenical partner 

churches and hosted at the Red Rock Center for the Arts.  This free event will include singing a variety 
of Christmas favorites, from Away in a Manger to Rudolph along with treats!  Hope you can attend on 
Sunday, December 7, at 2pm. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Andy Kryzer and seconded by Corey Klanderud. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chery Brumbaugh 

Memorials: 
 

Rev. Neil Christopherson Memorial  

Andrea & Jonathan          Undesignated 

Christopherson   All Saints  

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT FOR OCTOBER 
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Year End Reminder: A reminder to please have any year end givings 
into the church office prior to Monday, December 29th. Thank you!  
 
 

The Sock Tree Returns:  How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news,  
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings! (Isaiah 52:7)  You are invited to bring new 
socks for all ages to keep the feet of God's beloved warm and toasty.  Good quality 
new socks are needed which will be given locally to our schools for children  
needing socks, Options Pregnancy Center for women and children, the Salvation 
Army, and Grace Care Bags for our guests this winter. Decorate the bare trees in 
the Gathering Space with your socks as Grace Lutheran prepares for Christ's  
coming at Christmas.   

 
Christmas Star Tree: Each year Grace has a Star Tree where our members can 
take a star to purchase gifts for those less fortunate in our community. Each Star 
lists the gender, age, and gift request and whether your package should be 
wrapped or unwrapped. The Star Tree will be ready on Sunday, November 9 and 
gifts should be returned on or before December 7. Please be sure to sign out 
your Star with your name and phone number. If you know of someone that you 

would like added to our giving list or if you have any questions or if you would like to pick a star 
but shopping is inconvenient for you, monetary donations are welcome! Pease contact Cindy 
Wohlhuter 507-236-4403 for questions. Thank you!  
 
Grace Mission Team Christmas Tree Sales: Tree sales will go until all 
trees are gone, in the Fairmont Fleet & Farm Parking lot. We have ordered 
200 trees and expect that we will need to staff the lot for 2-3 weeks. This 
is our largest fundraiser of the year and we appreciate all the help from 
the volunteers. MANY volunteers are still needed to cover shifts at the lot. 
Please follow the link provided to sign up today! Thank you!  
 
Sign-up Genius Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4DA9AA28A6F94-60058092-
2025 
 
Tree sales:  
• Normal hours after November 28: 
• Saturdays:  9 am - 6 pm 
• Sundays:  Noon - 6 pm 
• M-F:  11 am - 7 pm 

 
Thrivent Action Team Grants Needed!  Are you a Thrivent  
member?  If so, you likely are eligible for two $250 action team 
grants a year.  These grants can be used to fund many ministry 

projects here at Grace. Please see Pastor Allison for more information. Thank you!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

Open Door Meal Grows!  What a blessing to have so many sharing tables  

at Open Door Meal!  As the number of guests increase, we want to be  

transparent about the cost which is $3 a plate.  For those who are able to give, 

we thank you.  And for those who are not able to, know that you are always 

welcome and do not need to pay anything.  We are glad to serve you!  For 

those who want to donate, please do so by designating your check as Open Door, providing a 

Thrivent Action Team Grant, giving your time to serve on a team, or bringing in a 9x13 pan of 

bars for dessert.  We have been serving approximately 200 people each night and these meals 

are one of many wonderful highlights here at Grace each week. Please contact your Thrivent 

representative and one of the pastors if this is something you are interested in.  Amber Hansen 

has a sign-up genius available if you are ever able to help with setup, serving, clean up, etc.  

We also continue to receive weekly donations of bars, cookies, etc. for dessert.  Thank you 

everyone for making these meals possible.  We appreciate your presence and support as we 

feed our neighbors in Jesus' name!  
 

Beginning Wednesday, December 3, Open Door Meal will be served from 4:30PM to 6PM. 

We hope you will come for supper and stay for our half an hour mid-week worship at 

6:30PM. Hope to see you there!  

 

Have you ever wondered the purpose of the Stewardship Team?   

The Stewardship Team strives to encourage generosity of our time, skills,  

service, and financial support of the ministries of Grace Lutheran Church 

by fostering joyful intergenerational giving.  The Stewardship Team  

oversees the annual stewardship campaign, creating a culture of giving 

back to God through Grace’s ministries, sharing our blessings, supporting 

community needs through collaboration, and seeking out long-term solutions for financial  

stability. We plan and coordinate with the Service Team and Council to ensure that worship, 

faith formation, and service are supported through financial and volunteer means to pass on 

the faith to the next generation. If you are interested in being a part of this ministry team, 

please sign up on the board in the Gathering Space.  Thank you for sharing in God’s work here 

at Grace! 

   

Slide Makers Needed!  Do you know PowerPoint and would like to help make 
slides for worship each week?  We are looking to find two people to make slides 
for the traditional service.  The PDF of the bulletin is posted on the church  
website on Thursdays and everything you need is found there with the exception 
of the hymns.  Many of the slides for the hymns are already built and can be 
dropped in.  If you are interested, please see one of the pastors or Nicole in the 
office!  Thank you.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

The Gift of Final Wishes: During this time of giving, one of the most helpful gifts 

we can give our loved ones is to have our final wishes written down.  Join the 

pastors on Sunday, January 4 between the services and talk about what  

questions are typically asked when planning a funeral.  What are your chosen 

scripture readings, hymns, organ or piano, special music, military honors,  

favorite memories, and so much more.  The best gift we can give our loved ones 

is to take the stress away in planning our church service.  Come to learn more, 

walk through Grace’s funeral planning guide, and take it home to make selections and talk with 

your family.  When you are finished, please bring a copy of your wishes to Grace and we will 

keep it on file for you.  Funeral guides can be found on our Care Table in the gathering space as 

well as under the Resources tab on our webpage. For more information, please see Pastor  

Allison. 

 
Receipts Needed!!!  Did you know that your HyVee grocery, gas, and pharmacy 
receipts, along with Fareway receipts, help fund the ministries of Grace?  Over the 
past few years, your receipts have generated monies which helped fund new  
industrial coffee pots for the fellowship hall kitchen, the youth mission trip to  
Appalachia, updated worship technology, and helped repair our stained-glass  
windows!  For those ordering online, you may screenshot the receipt from your 
order with the date and amount.  Please email it to cwohlhuter@yahoo.com and 
Cindy will print them out for you.  Or you can print them and drop them off at the church. 
Thank you again for helping fund Grace ministries by using your receipts!  

 
Office Volunteers Needed: We are looking for volunteers for the office from noon 
- 2pm, Monday through Wednesday. During that time, volunteers would greet 
guests and answer phones. Volunteers can knit, read, or spend their time in an  
activity of their choosing while covering the phones. Please contact the office if 
you would like to volunteer.  507-238-4418 | office@gracelutheranchurch.org 
 

Mark Your Calendars: The Annual Meeting at Grace is on Sunday, January 
18 between the services.  We will meet in the fellowship hall for discussion, 
and over donuts and coffee, talk about the wonderful ways God is at work at 
Grace through our ministries.  This is a great opportunity to discern together 
about where the Spirit is leading us in the new year.  A pre-budget meeting 
will be held the prior Sunday, January 11 between the services to answer 
questions and discuss the financial picture of Grace.  We need a quorum for 
this meeting so please plan to attend! 

 
Interested in Serving At Grace?  Whether you are new to Grace or have been a 
part of this worshipping community for years, it can be difficult to join a new  
ministry and start serving as a volunteer.  The pastors and staff at Grace want to 
make this process simple by encouraging you to sign-up on the bulletin board 
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Want to Fund a Building and Grounds Project at Grace??? 
(Project estimates are subject to change) 

Wall Repair                   $500 
Lower-level paint project        $1000 
Landscape Updates    $1000 
LED Lights for Fellowship Hall       $1200 
New Toilets         $2000 
Unisex handicap accessible  
Fellowship Hall restroom      $10,000 
 
For more project information, please contact the office or see our  
maintenance worker, Brad. Thank you!  

Grace’s December Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday: 9:00AM - 3:00PM 

Office will be closed: December  24th - December  25th 

above the Care Table in the Gathering Space.  Nicole will contact you and connect you to the 
ministry team leader for more information.  Additionally, the yellow Grace Welcome brochures 
have all each ministry’s contact information, and you may email that team member directly.  We 
hope to bring awareness of all the wonderful ways to share our gifts of time and talents for 
God’s ministry here at Grace. If you have any questions, please visit with one of the pastors. 
 

Another Way to Serve @ Grace: Altar Guild!  Grace Lutheran is looking to  
expand Altar Guild.  The purpose of this team, led by Del Prescott, is to prepare 
for worship.  Right now, Del coordinates the communion preparers and servers 
and orders the communion elements. Brad changes the paraments, flags, and 
baptism/funeral banners.  Members of the Altar Guild dust the front and back 
altar, polish the Christ candle and altar candles, and keep the sacristy tidy.  The 
team sets out the poinsettias at Christmas, Easter Lilies after Good Friday  

worship, assists with the stripping of the altar on Maundy Thursday and the Re-dressing of the 
Altar on Easter morning, and helps prepare the sanctuary for Advent and Lent by helping  
decorate with our trees, special cross, etc.  Del works closely with the Worship Team to stay in 
the loop about upcoming services and would keep the Altar Guild informed through emails an 
annual May meeting.  If you love worship and spending time in the beautiful Grace sanctuary, 
this could be a wonderful place to serve!  For more information, please contact Del at 
del_prescott@netzero.com or see one of the pastors.  Thank you! 
 

Synod Assembly Delegates: This year’s Synod Assembly will be a one-day event  
in Mankato. We need three delegates which will be voted on at Grace’s Annual 
Meeting.  If you would like to join your pastors for this conference, May 2, please 
let the office know so your name can be added to the ballot.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to hear about the larger church and what God is up to Southeastern 
Minnesota.  Thank you! 
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Sing a Joyful Noise to the Lord! Do you love to sing?  If so, we 
would love to have you as part of the Grace choirs!  The Chancel 
Choir sings at the 8:30AM Traditional service and practices  
Wednesday evenings at 5:15pm. Our Celebration Choir sings at the 10:45AM 
Contemporary service and practices their praise songs on Sunday mornings 
at 9:45AM. Now is a great time to join as we are learning Christmas music 
for the upcoming holiday season.  For more info, please contact the office.  

 
Cup of Hope Welcomes You!  Anyone experiencing grief, whether new or old, 
is welcome to Grace's monthly Cup of Hope grief coffee.  This gathering will 
include a brief devotion on grief and time for coffee and conversation.  As  
the Apostle Paul tells the early church, through Jesus, we have hope in the  
promise of new life to come where we will be reunited with those we love.   
We will meet in the Lounge on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Noon.  Feel 
free to bring a lunch as we share in this walk together and hear encouraging 
words of God's love and comfort along the way.  For more information, please 
see Pastor Allison. Jesus said, “Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world 
rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.” – John 16:20   

 
Men’s Breakfast: Men of all ages are invited to a monthly breakfast at The 
Ranch restaurant on the first Monday of the month at 7:00AM.  Come for a  
devotion, fellowship, and good breakfast food.  
When: Monday December 1 and January 5 at 7:00AM 
Where: The Ranch Restaurant  Why: Because Jesus says that when a few 
are gathered in his name, he’s there too! 
 

Community Carols Sing-A-Long! Invite a friend and come to the annual  
Community Carols Sing-A-Long hosted by our ecumenical partner churches: 
Grace Lutheran, First United Methodist, First Congregational, St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church, and St. John’s Congregational churches!  This free  
hour-long event will be held on Sunday, December 7, 2PM, at the Red Rock 
Center for the Arts. Come for a fun time to sing Christmas carols of all 
kinds, from Away in a Manager to Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.  From the young to young
-at-heart, let’s enjoy this festive and special season together.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Adult Education:  
Come join the discussion on Sunday mornings about the miracles of 
Jesus. In November we began our four-week Advent study Heaven 
and Earth by Will Willimon. This year, we will be talking about the  

miracle of Jesus coming to be with us. On Sunday, January 25, we 
begin our new adult ed. series The Final Days: A Lenten Journey 

Through the Gospels by Rev. Matt Rawle,  Invite a friend and come 
for a time of faith formation together.  Hope to see you there!  

 TIME TOGETHER 
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY 

Open Door Meal: 4:30pm – 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall  

BLAST, PreK - 6th Grade: 5:30PM - 6:25PM, Education wings downstairs and  

upstairs  

Wednesday Worship: 6:30PM - 7:00PM, Sanctuary No Wednesday night activities on 

Dec. 31st   

Confirmation: 7pm to 7:45pm, Fellowship Hall  

10th - 12th Senior High Group: 7pm – 7:45pm, Lounge  

 
 

Wednesday Schedule 

"The True Christmas Story" 
A Christmas Program Presented By Grace Lutheran BLAST 
Children on Sunday, December 14, 2025, 10:45 a.m. Service 

 

Reminders: 
• Confirmation youth are scheduled to complete another worship note at one of the Christmas Eve worship 

services at 11am, 3pm, or 8pm.  
• Confirmation small groups will be starting a rotation of assisting with cleanup for Open Door meals on 

Wednesday nights starting at 6pm.   
 
7th through 12 Grade Youth Lock-in at Grace January 2nd and 3rd 2026: The lock-in will be 
from 9pm on January 2nd to 7am on January 3rd.  Youth can be picked up at midnight if not 
spending the night.  The lock in is FREE to attend and will have games, food, Bible study, 
worship, fellowship and very little sleep. Invite friends. Please use the following link below to 
register before December 10th, 2025.  All youth must be registered to attend.  Contact Pastor 
Cole if you have any questions: 507-238-4418 | McCormick@gracelutheranchurch.org 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pDT2c_oA9RBaHfKEhEwy0ToGGC9JCfOTPRPixmSMqrk/
edit?ts=68d2d7d4 

 
Baby Bible Class: A newborn through age 2 Bible class will met next on Wednesday, December 3rd 
and January 7th 5:30pm upper-level youth room across from the balcony. We will look at a Bible 
story, do a song, craft, and have snacks.  Older siblings, parents, grandparents etc. are all welcome  
 

Youth Gift Wrapping Fundraiser: On Sunday, December 7th in the fellowship hall, everyone  
is invited to bring gifts to worship in the morning (marked with name and phone number) and 
pick them up later in the day all wrapped. Please also invite your family members, friends, etc. 
to bring gifts to be wrapped.  This fundraiser will support Bible camp opportunities, mission 
trips, national youth gatherings, etc.  I am looking for youth and adults that are able to help  
out. Great way to get service hours for confirmation and school.  The two shifts available are 
morning group 8am to noon and afternoon group noon to 4pm.  Wrapping supplies will all be provided and 
pizza will be served around noon. Please contact Pastor Cole with any questions.  

 
Confirmation youth have the opportunity of a half week of Bible camp at Good Earth Village  
outside of Spring Valley, MN August 2nd 3pm through 5th 1pm.  These days will have worship, 
Bible study, games, and meals. More details to come and registration will begin this month.  
Youth will all receive a $100 scholarship through Grace, and we hope to be able to cover the rest 
of the cost through fundraisers.  We will be carpooling.   

First Day 

Back is  

January 7! 

mailto:McCormick@gracelutheranchurch.org
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY (CONTINUED) 

To our Grace Members and Friends, 
 

It’s a time of the year when we look at all the ways we are blessed  

and how we might share our blessings with those we love and those  

in need whether near or around the world. Generally we think of money as being the  

big part of stewardship but it is just one of many forms of giving. How do we show our  

stewardship of God’s creation, our lakes, parks, cities, schools, homes, our farmland and 

other property, our church building? Are we good stewards of our own body and how  

we spend our time? Are we willing to share our interests, talents, and skills? Are we 

stewards of our time with God, sharing our faith with others and passing our faith on to 

our friends, children, and grandchildren? Do we use our voice to advocate for those in 

need? There are so many ways we can demonstrate just what kind of stewards we are! 

Check out the bulletin boards in the Gathering Area to see all the opportunities there are 

just in our church building! Our challenge to you is to find some of the many ways in 

which you can show your love for Christ by being a good steward.  
 

Grace Lutheran Stewardship Team 

First Communion Class on March 1! 

At Grace, we commune children at whatever age parents feel it is 

appropriate.  Jesus welcomes all to the table so if you come from 

a tradition where even the littlest commune, you are welcome to 

do so at Grace. Likewise, if you prefer your children to have taken 

an introductory class to communion first, that is welcome as well. 

There is no “right” age to commune, and no one can ever fully  

understand the holy mystery of Christ being present at communion. Jesus simply  

welcomes all!  The pastors offer a class once a year geared toward ages five through 

twelve which offers hands on learning as we hear the promises of Jesus brought to us in 

this holy sacrament. Please call or email the office if you would like to enroll your child in 

this year’s class which will meet on Sunday, March 1, from noon to 3pm. An adult must 

attend with each student. We will start with a pizza lunch followed by lessons, a craft, 

tasting communion elements, and baking communion bread.  Students will mark this 

special milestone of first communion in both worship services on Sunday, March 8.  

    

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
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Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of the one born to save us from the  
power of sin and death.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16  
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7  
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25  
 
Sunday, December 28 -  First Sunday of Christmas  
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, 
our gospel today confronts us with the death 
of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The 
birth of Christ does not remove the power of 
evil from our world, but its light gives us hope 
as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past 
generations and today who have suffered  
unjustly. In our gathering around word and 
meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, 
and carry us as in days of old.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9  
Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18  
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23  
 

 

Sunday, December 7 - Second Sunday of Advent  
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands 
John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and 
make a new beginning. As the darkness  
increases we turn toward the approaching light 
of Christ. For Christians he is the root of  
Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, 
especially the poor and meek of the earth. We 
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will 
dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more 
hurt or  destruction. From the Lord’s table we 
are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to  
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has 
come near.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10  
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13  
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12  
 
Sunday, December 14 - Third Sunday of Advent  
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s 
worship. Isaiah announces that the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to 
the unexpected and transforming signs of 
God’s reign. We wait with patience for the 
coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his 
presence among us this day: in word and holy 
supper, in church and in our homes, in silent 
reflection and in works of justice and love. We 
pray that God would open our eyes and ears 
to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10  
Second Reading: James 5:7-10  
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11  
 
Sunday, December 21 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman 
will bear a son and name him Emmanuel.  
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the  
annunciation and birth of the one named  
Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final 
days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O 
Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the 
seven days preceding Christmas. On this final 

DECEMBER WORDS FOR WORSHIP 

December  

Open Door Meal Menu 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on 

Wednesday evenings from  

4:30 - 6:00 PM 

Dec 3: Pasta Night 

Dec 10: Creamed Chicken/  

Biscuit 

Dec 17: Loaded Baked Potato 

Dec 24: Christmas Break - NO MEAL 

Dec 31: Christmas Break - NO MEAL 
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Ministry Assistants for December- 8:30AM Traditional Service 

  Sunday, Dec. 7 Sunday, Dec. 14 Sunday, Dec. 21 Christmas Eve 
Dec. 24, 8:00 PM Sunday, Dec. 28 

Communion  
Preparer 

Sharon Elliot,  
Jennifer Moore 

Kirsten Bressler 
Nancy Backer 

Joyce Eisenmenger 
Peggy Jones 

Jane Reiman 
Peggy Jones 
Kris Head 

Communion  
Server 

Kirsten Bressler 
Nancy Backer 

Mary Kotewa  
Marian Holland 

Peggy Jones 
Joyce Eisenmenger 

Jane Reiman 
Ben Jordan  
Kris Head 

Lector Amber DeClerq DeeAnne Helfritz Ben Jordan  Allen Struck 

Sound Tech Mark Vogelsang Justin Schmidt Jolene Rosol Justin Schmidt Darlon Widener 

Ushers  
Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, 
Rod Palmquist 

Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, 
Rod Palmquist 

Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, 
Rod Palmquist 

Jane Reiman 
Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, 
Rod Palmquist 

If you are unable to serve on your day, please find a replacement and ask them to let the head usher,  
Brian Huebert, know when they arrive. If you can’t find a replacement, please email Brian at  

bhuebert_ford@yahoo.com. Thank you! 

Ministry Assistants for December- 10:45AM Contemporary Service 

                               Sunday, Dec. 7 Sunday, Dec. 14 Sunday, Dec. 21 Christmas Eve 
Dec. 24, 3:00 PM Sunday, Dec. 28 

Communion  
Preparer 

Deb & Brian Roggow 
Bruce & Connie 
Donnelly 

Abby Ehlert 
Colleen Ehlert 

Abby Ehlert 
Jane Reiman 

Del Prescott 
Jane Reiman 

Communion  
Server 

Connie Donnelly 
Joice Forster 

Carolyn Bird  
Rochelle Bremer 

Elayne Baumgart 
Abby Ehlert 

Abby Ehlert 
Joice Forster 
Jane Reiman 

Del Prescott 
Jane Reiman 

Lector Brian Roggow Debbie Morris Abby Ehlert  Joice Forster 

Sound Tech Louise Hendricks Amber Hansen Enos Breitbarth Blake Potthoff Pam Krill  

Slide Tech Enos Breitbarth Louise Hendricks Corey Klanderud Amber Hansen Corey Klanderud 

Ushers  

Darrel Krahler,  
Jane Reiman 
Paul Seibert 
 Josh Ensrud 

Darrel Krahler,  
Jane Reiman 
Paul Seibert 
 Josh Ensrud 

Darrel Krahler,  
Jane Reiman 
Paul Seibert 
 Josh Ensrud 

Bruce Ehlert  
Jane Reiman 
Paul Seibert 

Darrel Krahler,  
Jane Reiman 
Paul Seibert 
 Josh Ensrud 

If you are unable to serve on your day, please find a replacement and ask them to let the head usher, Bruce Ehlert, 
know when they arrive. If you can’t find a replacement, please email Bruce at bruce.ehlert53@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

    

DECEMBER MINISTRY ASSISTANTS 
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 December 2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
Advent 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

1 
7:00am Men's Breakfast 
- The Ranch 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
1:00pm - 2:00pm Mary 
Circle 
5:30pm CYF Team 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 
6:30pm Worship Team 
Meeting 
7:00pm - 8:30pm Boy 
Scouts 

2 
9:00am Common 
Threads Sewing 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

3 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Women's Community 
Bible Study 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
5:30pm - Baby Bible 
Class 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

4 
9:00am Sarah's Circle 
(Location Varies) 
9:00am Women of the 
Cloth Sewing 

5 6 

7 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

8 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
10:00am Lakeview 
Senior Worship 
6:00pm Evening CBS 
6:30pm Girl Scouts 
6:30pm Shalom Circle 

9 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
12:00pm Cup of Hope 
Grief Group 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 
5:30pm Outreach/ 
Fellowship Team  
Meetings 

10 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Women's Community 
Bible Study 
10:00am Goldfinch 
Memory Care Worship 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

11 
6:00pm - 8:00pm Boy 
Scouts 

12 13 

14 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
10:45am BLAST Christmas Program - 
Contemporary Worship 

15 
Ways of Grace Submis-
sion Deadline 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 

16 
9:00am Common 
Threads Sewing 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

17 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Women's Community 
Bible Study 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

18 
9:00am Women of the 
Cloth Sewing 

19 20 
12:00pm - 3:00pm 
Birthday Party 

21 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

22 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 

23 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

24 
Christmas Eve 
OFFICE CLOSED 

25 
Christmas Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

26 27 

28 
9:30am Lessons and Carols Worship 
 

29 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 

30 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

31 
New Year's Eve 

1 
New Year's Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

2 
Youth Lock In 

3 
Youth Lock In 
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First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7  
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
Gospel: John 1:29-42  
 
Sunday, January 25 -  
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling 
fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In 
Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We 
who have walked in darkness have seen a 
great light. We see this light most profoundly 
in the cross—as God suffers with us and all 
who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. 
Light dawns for us as we gather around the 
word, the font, and the holy table. We are then 
sent to share the good news that others may 
be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and  
mercy.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4  
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23  

January  

Open Door Meal 

Menu 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall 

on Wednesday evenings from  

4:30 - 6:00 PM 

Jan 7: Soup/Chili 

Jan 14: Chicken Breast/

Nuggets 

 Jan 21: Spaghetti 

Jan 28: Scalloped Potatoes 

 

JANUARY WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Sunday, January 4 -  
Second Sunday of Christmas 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words 
lies the simple message that God is revealed 
in a human person. Though we may try to  
understand how the Word existed with God 
from the beginning of time, the wonder we 
celebrate at Christmas is that the Word  
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes 
among us in the gathered assembly, the  
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the 
bread and the wine. Through these ordinary 
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace 
and truth.  
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14  
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14  
Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18  
 
Sunday, January 11 - Baptism of Our Lord 
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed 
as the beloved Son of God. Through this great 
epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and 
becomes the servant of God who will bring 
forth justice and be a light to the nations. In 
the waters of baptism we too are washed by 
the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named 
God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission 
is to proclaim good news to all who are  
oppressed or in need of God’s healing.  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9  
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43  
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17  
 
Sunday, January 18 -  
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on 
Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world and the one 
anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come 
and see Christ revealed among us in word and 
meal. We go forth to invite others to come and 
worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts 
of grace and peace made known among us.  
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JANUARY MINISTRY ASSISTANTS 

Ministry Assistants for January- 8:30AM Traditional Service 

  Sunday, Jan. 4 Sunday, Jan. 11 Sunday, Jan. 18 Sunday, Jan. 25 

Communion  
Preparer 

Kirsten Bressler  
Nancy Backer 

Sharon Elliot,  
Jennifer Moore 

Joyce Eisenmenger 
Peggy Jones 

Kris Head 
Peggy Jones 

Communion  
Server 

Kirsten Bressler  
Nancy Backer 

Mary Kotewa  
Ben Jordan  

Kris Head  
Marian Holland 

Joyce Eisenmenger 
Peggy Jones 

Lector Scott Drever DeAnne Helfritz Ben Jordan Allen Struck 

Sound Tech Jolene Rosol Justin Schmidt Darlon Widener Mark Vogelsang 

Ushers  
Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, Rod 
Palmquist 

Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, Rod 
Palmquist 

Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, Rod 
Palmquist 

Dan Kehrberg, Roger 
Voss, Wayne Olson, Rod 
Palmquist 

If you are unable to serve on your day, please find a replacement and ask them to let the head usher, Brian  
Huebert, know when they arrive. If you can’t find a replacement, please email Brian at  

bhuebert_ford@yahoo.com. Thank you! 

Ministry Assistants for January- 10:45AM Contemporary Service 

                               Sunday, Jan. 4 Sunday, Jan. 11 Sunday, Jan. 18 Sunday, Jan. 25 

Communion  
Preparer 

Brenda & Randy  
Lubenow 

Becky & Dave Johnson 
Jane Reiman 
Del Prescott 

Elayne Baumgart 
Colleen Ehlert 

Communion  
Server 

Carolyn Bird  
Rochelle Bremer 

Enos Breitbarth 
Becky Johnson 

Connie Donnelly 
Joice Forster 

Elayne Baumgart 
Abby Ehlert 

Lector Caroyn Bird Deb Roggow Brian Roggow Amber Hansen 

Sound Tech Amber Hansen Pam Krill Enos Breitbarth Louise Hendricks 

Slide Tech Enos Breitbarth Louise Hendricks Amber Hansen Corey Klanderud 

Ushers  
Darrel Krahler, Jane 
Reiman, Paul Seibert, 
Josh Ensrud 

Darrel Krahler, Jane 
Reiman, Paul Seibert, 
Josh Ensrud 

Darrel Krahler, Jane 
Reiman, Paul Seibert, 
Josh Ensrud 

Darrel Krahler, Jane 
Reiman, Paul Seibert, 
Josh Ensrud 

If you are unable to serve on your day, please find a replacement and ask them to let the head usher, Bruce  
Ehlert, know when they arrive. If you can’t find a replacement, please email Bruce at 

bruce.ehlert53@gmail.com. Thank you! 
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    JANUARY 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

29 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 

30 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

31 
New Year's Eve 

1 
New Year's Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

2 
Youth Lock In 

3 
Youth Lock In 

4 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
9:35am Gift of Final Wishes 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

5 
7:00am Men's Breakfast 
- The Ranch 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
1:00pm - 2:00pm Mary 
Circle 
5:30pm CYF Team 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 
6:30pm Worship Team 
Meeting 

6 
Epiphany 
9:00am Common 
Threads Sewing 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

7 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
5:30pm - Baby Bible 
Class 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

8 
6:00pm - 8:00pm Boy 
Scouts 

9 10 

11 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
9:40am Annual Pre-Budget Meeting 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

12 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
10:00am Lakeview 
Senior Worship 
6:00pm Evening CBS 
6:30pm Shalom Circle 

13 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
12:00pm Cup of Hope 
Grief Group 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 
5:30pm Outreach/ 
Fellowship Team  
Meetings 
5:30pm Service Team 
Meeting 
6:30pm Stewardship 

14 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Women's Community 
Bible Study 
10:00am Goldfinch 
Memory Care Worship 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

15 
Ways of Grace  
Submission Deadline 
9:00am Women of the 
Cloth Sewing 

16 17 

18 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:40am Annual Meeting 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 
11:45am Church Council Meeting 

19 
Martin L. King, Jr. Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
6:00pm Evening CBS 

20 
9:00am Common 
Threads Sewing 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

21 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Women's Community 
Bible Study 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

22 
1:00pm Ways of Grace 
Assembly Team 
4:30pm - 6:00pm Aktion 
Club Theatre 

23 24 

25 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:35am Adult Ed. 
10:45am Contemporary Worship 

26 
9:00am - 10:00am Staff 
Meeting 
6:00pm Evening CBS 

27 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Sewing Circle 
1:00pm Weekly Prayer 
Meeting 
1:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 
2:00pm Worship Service 
Aired 

28 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Women's Community 
Bible Study 
4:45pm - 6:15pm Open 
Door Community Meal 
5:15pm Chancel Choir 
Practice 
5:30pm - 6:25pm BLAST 
6:30pm - 7:45pm  
Confirmation 
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW 
- Worship on Wednesday 
7:00pm High School 
Class 

29 30 31 
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Our Staff : 

Rev. Dr. Allison Cobb - Senior Pastor cobb@gracelutheranchurch.org  

Rev. Cole McCormick - Associate Pastor mccormick@gracelutheranchurch.org  

Nicole Kolbe -  Office Administrator  office@gracelutheranchurch.org   

      Office: 507- 238- 4418  

Jane Reiman - Finance Director reiman@gracelutheranchurch.org  

Brad Anderson-  Maintenance Emergency contact number: 507- 236-1123  

Amber Hansen: Open Door Meal Coordinator  a4hansen@gmail.com 

 

Fairmont Grace Lutheran Church - www.gracelutheranchurch.org  

 

Looking for an easier way to give your offering?  
Please scan the QR code with your smartphone to support the 

ministry of your choice. 


