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THE PASTOR’S PEN REV. COLE MCCORMICK

Love has Come Again

“Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.”

One of many well-known Easter hymns is, “Now the Green Blade Rises.” | relish this song because it
reminds us of the promise of love coming to us again through the joy of the resurrection. It is written by
John MacLeod Campbell (J.M.C.) Crum (1872-1958). He wrote often on Biblical inspiration. These words are
based on John 12:23-24 "And Jesus answered them, saying, the hour is come, that the Son of man should
be glorified. Verily, verily, | say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." (KJV) These are words of deep and sincere faith. They remain
shaping and molding the people of God in the Easter promise.

This song also reminds me of an 80’s movie called, “E.T.” It is about a family that gets a visit from an
extra-terrestrial, which they give the name E.T. They end up doing a whole bunch of activities together like
dressing up, teaching E.T. to talk, building a creation so E.T. can phone home and play with technology.
There is a point in the movie that E.T. ends up being near death and suddenly is brought to life once again.
That love and connection that E.T and Elliot have for each other comes again and flowers begin to bloom.
Love comes to you again. You are sustained, nourished, and brought to life once again through this very
promise of Christ’s resurrection, especially when you might really need to be brought to life once again and
when Christ clings to you with all his love for you.

| hope you can join us for these upcoming services that will highlight some key times in the life
of Jesus and will ultimately remind you of the new life in and through the resurrection once again as a
community of God’s people.

Holy Week Worship Services:

Palm “Triumphal entry” Sunday, March 29" 8:30am and 10:45 with breakfast served by our youth
from 9:30am to 11am in the fellowship hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 2 6:30pm with Holy Communion and remember the last supper that Jesus
had with his disciples

Good Friday April 3™ Noon in the chapel with our ecumenical partners and 6:30pm in the sanctuary.
Both services will focus on Jesus words from the cross.

Easter (Celebration) Sunday, April 5" 8:30am and 10:45am with Holy Communion (No sunrise
worship service) Burning of the baggage box will be at 8am outside of the front doors and is a wonderful
image of being brought to new life once again.

Come with your family, invite a friend or two or three or more.
Easter Blessings,

Pastor Cole
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays: 8:30AM Traditional
10:45AM Contemporary

Tuesdays: 2:00PM Fairmont Cable TV
Channel 12 (pre-recorded)

Wednesdays: 6:30PM Unfailing Light Lenten Worship
12PM Holden Evening Prayer Lenten
Worship

*Communion is offered each Sunday and Wednesday.
*Sunday services will be streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and our webpage.

Summer Worship Time Begins May 17! On May 17, we begin our single
9:30AM worship service with God’s Grace Is Amazing Day, which continues
~ through Sunday, September 13. We will have two contemporary and two
< traditional services each month. Wednesday worship will move to Sylvania Park
on Wednesday, May 27. Communion is a part of our outdoor worship services
too. We hope you will invite a friend to worship this summer season at Grace!

Senior Living Worship Services: 2nd Wednesday of the month, 10AM on the
Memory Care side with Communion at Goldfinch, and every 2nd Monday of the
month, 10AM, at Lakeview Methodist home, with communion. Please come and
worship with our friends and members of Grace!
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Living Qut Qur Faith Together

Chancel Choir: Practice Wednesdays at 5:15PM, Sing at 8:30AM worship services, during program year.

Celebration Choir: Practice Sundays at 9:30AM, Sing at 10:45AM worship services, during program
year.

¥+ Care Ministers: Call, visit, and possibly share communion with a homebound member! Contact
Pastor Allison for more information.

Service Team: Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 5:30PM monthly to discuss budgets, assets, and more!

Stewardship Team: Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30PM monthly to oversee year round stewardship of
time, talents, and treasures.

¥+ Fellowship/Outreach Team: Meet 2nd Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm to discuss Grace Pantry,
fellowship hour, and special events such as Oktoberfest, Fill the Altar Food Drive, and service days.

CYF Team: Meets the 1st Monday of the month at 5:30PM to discuss youth ministry and events.

Worship Team: Meets the 1st Monday of the Month at 6:30pm to plan inclusive and welcoming
worship for all ages.

¥+ Meal Ministry Team: Deliver a meal to someone struggling or in need! Contact Nancy Backer at
nurse_nancyb@hotmail.com to join this group.
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+ Prayer Team: Meets every Tuesday at 1pm to pray over the congregation’s prayer list.
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BUSINESS OF GRACE

Council meeting on March 15
was cancelled due to the

blizzard.

Memorials:

Kay Wrucke Memorial

Marlin Wrucke

Sound System/TV’s

Velma Vickerson Memorial

Curt & Ellen Nelson

Tom Sime Memorial
Misc./loose offering
Marion Holland

Velma Vickerman Memorial

Louise Hendricks
Jennelle Cunning
Marion Holland
Jolene Rosol

Undesignated

Undesignated

Missions

Missions
Missions
Missions
Missions

Wilma Bird Swanson Memorial

James Harley
Sandra Lunn

Undesignated
Undesignated

Thank you for your memorial gifts!

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT FOR FEBUARY

.

Income Expense

44,943 43,668

YTD
Income

85,947

YTD
Expense

82,848

Annual
Budget

526,496

Pl
Holy Week
& Easter

Wednesday, April 1

No Open Door Meal, BLAST, or Confirmation
Thursday, April 2

6:30PM: Maundy Thursday Worship

Friday, April 3

12:00PM: Good Friday Community Service
hosted by Grace Lutheran

6:30PM: Good Friday Evening Worship
Sunday, April 5
8:15AM: Easter Burning of the Baggage Box

8:30AM: Easter Traditional Worship with
Re-dressing of the Altar

10:45AM: Easter Contemporary Worship
Monday, April 6 - Office Closed
Wed, April 8

NO evening activities




Jesus said, “l am the resurrection and
the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die. John
11:25

In profound grief

and hope in the
resurrection of

Jesus Christ, we
announce the death of
Helen Bellin and Jerry
Johnson. Rest eternal
grant Helen and Jerry,
O Lord; and let light perpetual shine
upon them.

Gracious God,

Surround the family of Helen and
Jerry with your love, and grant them
your peace, that they may not be
overwhelmed by their loss, but have
confidence in your goodness, and
strength to meet the days to come.
Thanks be to you, O God, for you give
us the victorious through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Baptisms

In March we
celebrated the
baptism of

Dawson Donavan
Ekstrom

Want to Fund a Building and

Grounds Project at Grace???
(Project estimates are subject to change)

Lower-level paint project $100
Wall Repair $500
LED Lights for $1,200
Fellowship Hall

New Toilets $2,000
Unisex handicap accessible
Fellowship Hall restroom  $10,000

For more project information,
please contact the office or see
our maintenance worker, Brad.

Thank you!

»

The Office will be closed:
Monday, April 6 in
observance of Easter!



April Ministry Assistants

Ministry Assistants for April - 8:30AM Traditional Service

Easter Sunday, April 5

Sunday, April 12

Sunday, April 19

Sunday, April 26

Communion
Preparer

Sharon Elliot
Jennifer Moore

Kris Head
Peggy Jones

Nancy Backer
Kristen Bressler

Sharon Elliot
Jennifer Moore

Communion

Ben Jordan

Joyce Eisenmenger

Marian Holland

Allen & Karen Struck

Server Mary Kotewa Kris Head Peggy Jones

Lector DeeAnne Helfritz Ben Jordan Allen Struck Scott Drever

Sound Tech Mark Vogelsang Jolene Rosol Justin Schmidt Mark Vogelsang
Dan Kehrberg Dan Kehrberg Dan Kehrberg Dan Kehrberg

Ushers Wayne Olson Wayne Olson Wayne Olson Wayne Olson
Rod Palmquist Rod Palmquist Rod Palmquist Rod Palmquist
Roger Voss Roger Voss Roger Voss Roger Voss

If you are unable to serve on your day, please find a replacement and ask them to let the head usher, Brian
Huebert, know when they arrive. If you can’t find a replacement, please email Brian at bhuebert_ford@yahoo.com.

Thank you!

Ministry Assistants for April - 10:45AM Contemporary Service

Easter Sunday, April 5

Sunday, April 12

Sunday, April 19

Sunday, April 26

Communion Becky & Dave Ardel Prescott Elayne Baumgart
. Brenda & Randy Lubenow

Preparer Johnson Jane Reiman Coleen Ehlert
Communion Becky Johnson Connie Donnelly Elayne Baumgart .
Server Enos Breitbarth Joice Forster Abby Ehlert Brian & Deb Roggow
Lector Deb Roggow Brian Roggow Amber Hansen Deb Morris
Sound Tech Louise Hendricks Enos Breitbarth Blake Potthoff Pam Krill
Slide Tech Corey Klanderud Louise Hendricks Enos Breitbarth Louise Hendricks

Josh Ensrud Josh Ensrud Josh Ensrud Josh Ensrud
Ushers Darrel Krahler Darrel Krahler Darrel Krahler Darrel Krahler

Paul Seibert Paul Seibert Paul Seibert Paul Seibert

Jane Reiman Jane Reiman Jane Reiman Jane Reiman

If you are unable to serve on your day, please find a replacement and ask them to let the head usher, Bruce Ehlert,
know when they arrive. If you can’t find a replacement, please email Bruce at bruce.ehlert53@gmail.com.

Thank you!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Men’s Breakfast on Monday: Men of all ages are invited to a monthly breakfast at The
Ranch restaurant on the first Monday of the month at 7:00AM. Come for a devotion,
fellowship, and good breakfast food.

| When: Monday April 13 at 7:00AM [Moved due to Easter Monday.]

Where: The Ranch Restaurant

Why: Because Jesus says that when a few are gathered in his name, he’s there too!

Cup of Hope: Monthly Grief Support: You are welcome to bring a lunch to Grace as we share in
this walk together and hear God's words of love and comfort along the way. We meet on the
2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon, in the lounge. All are Welcome!

\‘ Congregational Care Coffee on Sunday, April 12: At Grace, our homebound visitation

and communion ministries, and our grief card ministry, provide important pieces of
congregational care. Let’s visit on these ministries, how they are going, and ideas for
growing this outreach within our congregation. All current volunteers and those interested
in learning more are welcome! We will meet on Sunday, April 12, in the chapel between
the worship services. For more information, please see Pastor Allison.

Altar Guild Appreciation Meeting! On Sunday, April 26 between the services, all

communion preparers and servers are invited to the chapel for our annual appreciation

meeting. We thank you for your service in setting the Lord’s table and serving this "."'
special Holy Meal. We would love to get your thoughts on how the year went and any

recommendations for the future. Please see Del Prescott with any questions. Many thanks! S An =

BRSNS Adult Bible Study: Invite a friend, grab your coffee and donut holes, and come to adult Sunday
School between the worship services. We meet at 9:35am for a variety of topics throughout
=& the program year. We meet next on April 12. Each week will include a brief video lesson from a
Bible scholar or preacher followed by discussion. Come for light-hearted conversation and faith
£ 1 education. We continue this month with our study by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine entitled Witness at
L. o the Cross: A Beginners Guide to Holy Friday. Hope to see you there!
The Joy Collective Bible Study is a warm, encouraging space designed especially for busy
women, who want to grow in faith while rediscovering joy in their everyday lives. Join us
Sunday April, 17th at 2:00 pm in the Laurel Lounge for our first bible study. We will meet /l )
monthly on the 3rd Sunday of every month. Starting this month with the video study Why? A 1V
Making Sense of God’s Will. Think of it as a place where you can show up as you are- tired,

busy, hopeful, or somewhere in between and leave feeling a little lighter, a little stronger, and &
a lot more connected to God and other women. For more info please contact Abby Ehlert. :

Lunch at the Lake Returns on Tuesday, May 19! Invite your friends and bring a sack lunch
/. for a time of fellowship at Gomsrud Park. We will meet at noon, the Tuesday of the month,
Af through October for a devotion and fellowship in God’s beautiful creation. Hope to see you
o J& there!

Take Me Out to the Ballgame: Everyone is invited for an outing at the Mankato Moon
Dogs on Sunday, May 31st. We have tickets for 30 people and each one costs $12.00
which includes your assigned seat and a hot dog meal. Please purchase your tickets in
the church office. Checks can be made out to Grace Lutheran Church with Moondogs in
the memo. We will let you know when your tickets are available for pickup and meet up at
the game. Please contact Pastor Cole if you are interested in carpooling with someone.

7




ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED...

_ Faith Legacy Team Seeks Your Ideas! The Faith Legacy Team has begun planning the
100th Anniversary celebration for Grace Lutheran Church. We would love to hear your
ideas that you have seen as part of church anniversaries in the past, here, and in other
congregations. Please pass along your ideas to one of the team members: Nancy Backer,
Lenny Tvedten, Cindy Wohlhuter, Jane Reiman, Pastor Cole, and Pastor Allison. Thank you!

Mission’s Phantom Tea: Letters from the Mission Team annual “Phantom Tea for
Mission” will be emailed out. A bag of tea can also be picked up from the missions
table in the back of the sanctuary. Please take time to sit down, relax, and have a cup
of tea on us, while contemplating all the blessings God has bestowed on us! The
Phantom Tea is an effort to raise funds for many worthwhile projects locally and
globally that our Mission Team from Grace supports. Thank you for your continued
outreach support for others!

Communion Servers Needed: Do you love serving others and sharing God's grace
with them? If so, serving communion is a great way to volunteer! Communion
servers are assigned to a Sunday morning service once per quarter, at your
preferred worship time. The pastors will share with you the procedures which
include offering the bread or wine/grape juice, saying "The body/blood of Christ
given for you." We also take communion to people in their pews. If standing is
difficult for you, we can also provide a stool to sit on during distribution. Please
contact Pastor Allison or Del Prescott if you are interested. Thank you!

Baptisms in the Park! Praise in the Park will again meet at the Sylvania Park band shell for
a half an hour praise service on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. Each week will have a different

pastor or lay leader from our community churches provide the message and communion %a N
will be celebrated each week. In addition, Pastor Allison and Pastor Cole will be available for %

families who would like a summer outdoor baptism in a casual outdoor setting. If there is
rain, we will meet at the shelter house in Sylvania Park. For more
information, please contact the church office. *9%

Grace Lutheran Youth Fundraiser at Fairmont Pizza Ranch. Take a night off cooking and

come and join our youth on Tuesday, May 5th in the evening 5pm to 8pm at the Fairmont

Pizza Ranch. We will get 10% of the proceeds that night and a tip jar will also be available.

This is a fundraiser for some wonderful faith formation opportunities like confirmation Bible
m camp this summer in August and National Youth Gathering summer of 2027.

Grace Lutheran Community Garden Project We will be picking this project back up
again this month and please contact Pastor Cole if you are interested in helping during
the gardening season. We are especially in need of Grace folks to help during the
month of June and some of our local community partners will also be assisting with
this endeavor.

=\ rEesEN v
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| J New Outside Drop Box! The Service Team wants to thank you for all the ways that our
: Grace family connects to the ministries at church. Sometimes, however, we know it is
not convenient to drop off registrations, building use forms, or weekly offering during
business hours. Therefore, we have added an outside drop box at the main Grant Street
entrance for your convenience. Thank you to Paul Seibert for getting this installed!




Service Days at Grace—Putting Faith into Action: Did you know that Service
is one of our three Core Values at Grace Lutheran Church? Grace has a long
history of service which includes various church groups serving their neighbor
independently over our congregation's nearly 100 years. This why we begin the
program year with God’s Work. Our Hands on the Sunday following Labor Day
weekend, and conclude with God’s Grace is Amazing Day, the Sunday before
Memorial Day weekend. Our September event joins with other ELCA churches
around the country for projects that reach across the state, country, and
internationally while our May event focuses on local service projects.

We hope you can join our day of service next month as we clean up local parks and give a fresh coat of
paint to the Disabled American Veteran donation bins, make bingo prize bags for Goldfinch, blessing bags
for Bravo Zulu House residents, and make birthday kits for our local food pantries. We will also be asking
for folks to make cinnamon bread so we can take 100 more neighbors a loaf of bread and invite them to
worship at Grace this summer. More details coming soon on this day of worship, service, and a picnic

meal!

\

-

Grace's youth choir director. Kris is stepping down from this role at the
'4/ conclusion of the program year, and we extend our deep appreciation for
. sharing her many gifts and passing along the faith. She has faithfully shared

v Ay \\b With Deep Gratitude: Thank you to Kris Tillotson for her many years as
- — ' the good news of Jesus through songs that will stay with our students for a

lifetime. Thank you, Kris, and blessings on your new adventures ahead!

Thrivent grant ideas:

Mission Phantom Tea

Prayer Shawl Yarn

Annual Meeting Treats

Communion Elements

Open Door Meal

Grace Pantry

Office Postage

Paper for Bulletins

Care Bags

Grief Packets

Council Retreat

Palm Sunday Brunch

Cleaning Supplies

Baptism Bags

God's Grace is Amazing Day Project 1

God's Grace is Amazing Day Project 2
God's Grace is Amazing Day Project 3
Meal for God's Grace is Amazing Day

BLAST/Confirmation End of Year Party
Prayer Shawl Yarn

Confirmation Camp Fees

High School Bible Camp Scholarships

Q"; THRIVENT
FINANCIAL

Summer Outdoor Worship

Lawn Care Supplies

Altar Guild Supplies

Supplies for High School Class
Supplies for Baby Bibles Class
Grief Packets

God's Work. Our Hands Project 1
God's Work. Our Hands Project 2
God's Work. Our Hands Project 3
Apple Pie Bake

Supplies for BLAST & Confirmation
Glows Parade Candy

Octoberfest Dinner

Mission Christmas Tree Lot

Fill the Altar Food Drive
Thanksgiving Sunday Treats
Homebound Christmas Care Bags
Cocoa and Carols Christmas Eve
Community Carols Singalong
Sock Tree

Star Tree



God's Grace is Amazing Day on
Sunday, May 17!

God’s Grace is Amazing Day on Sunday, May 17th! Worship 9:30am
with BLAST kids singing. Then various service projects for all ages.

Please wear your yellow shirt on this day!

Projects in the Fellowship Hall

. Assembling bingo prize bags for local senior living communities
. Assembling and delivering bread to our neighbors around Grace
. Work in our community garden

. Assembling birthday kits for local pantries and blessing bags for Bravo
Zulu house.

. Painting crosses

Outdoor projects

. Mulch work at Charolette Park

. Mulch and clean up at Sylvania Park

. Painting green Disabled American Veteran bins by Ace
. (Bring rakes and gloves)

Picnic Lunch

Following the projects, please
join everyone for a picnic
lunch at noon at the church.
All ages are welcome and
invited. Come for a morning
full of worship, service, and
food! Thank you in advance
for your support and prayers
for this annual event. We
hope you can come for a
fabulous Sunday together!
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Bread for Our Neighbors!

This year, we will bring loaves of bread to 100 different
households close to Grace on God’s Grace is Amazing Day!
But to do that, we need you! In the Gathering Space, you &
will find a table that has disposable loaf pans. Please pick
up a recipe and stack of three mini pans. On Sunday, May
17, bring in your bread still in those pans and wrapped in cling wrap. We will add a
welcome card which contains our summer worship times and Bible School dates,
and deliver them that morning. Thank you in advance for making this special
outreach project happen!

Cinnamon Swirl Bread Recipe

Take this Bread: Bread for our Neighbors! Please bake three mini loaves in place
of the one 9x5 loaf called for in the recipe. Cool and wrap loaves in saran wrap,
leaving them in their foil pan. Return loaves on God’s Grace is Amazing Day,
Sunday May 18th, by 9AM in the fellowship hall. No nuts please! Thank youl!!!

NOTE: Prepare as directed but use 3 mini loaf pans instead of 1 regular pan. Cook
time will vary - approximately 30-40 minutes.

Ingredients:

1 1/3 cups white sugar, divided

2  teaspoons ground cinnamon
2  cups all-purpose flour

1 tablespoon baking powder
Y2 teaspoon salt

1 large egg, beaten

1 cup milk

1/3  cup vegetable oil

Directions:

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease a 9x5-inch loaf
pan. Mix together 1/3 cup sugar and 2 teaspoons cinnamon in a small bowl; set
aside. Combine flour, remaining 1 cup sugar, baking powder, and salt together in a
large bowl. Combine egg, milk, and oil in a separate bowl; add to flour mixture. Stir
until just moistened.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

Open Door Meal: 4:30pm - 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall

BLAST, PreK - 6th Grade: 5:30PM - 6:25PM, Education wings downstairs and upstairs
Wednesday Worship: 6:30PM - 7:00PM, Sanctuary

Confirmation: 7pm to 7:45pm, Fellowship Hall

10th - 12th Senior High Group: 7pm - 7:45pm, Lounge

Note: No Wednesday Activities on April 1st and 8th (Resume again on Wednesday, April 15th)

Baby Bibles Class will meet on Wednesday, April 22, 5:30pm in the chapel.
We will have a story, sing a song, do a small craft project, and have snacks.
Parents and older siblings are all welcome.

Celebration Night!

WHO: BLAST & Confirmation students, along with their parents.

DETAILS: Wednesday, May 13
BLAST 5:30pm to 6:25pm in the sanctuary
Confirmation 6:30pm to 7:45pm

WHAT TO EXPECT: Registration for VBS & 2026-2027 BLAST &
Confirmation

This is the last Wednesday for BLAST and Confirmation for the
school year. Parents, please plan to attend with your child.
(BLAST KIDS WILL ALSO SING FOR GOD’S GRACE IS AMAZING
DAY ON MAY 17th)

ELCA Imagine More: “Imagine More” is the theme for the summer 2027 JE-TSNO/
national youth gathering in Minneapolis. June 28th through July 2nd. All
current 7th through 11th graders invited to save these dates on your |MAG|NE

calendar. Registration will be late October/early November of this year. m
More information will be coming.
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Confirmation Camp!
This summer August 2nd (3pm to 4pm check in time) through 5th (2pm end time) 2026 we
are offering a half week of confirmation Bible camp at Good Earth Village in Spring Valley,
 Minnesota for current 6th — 9th. Families are responsible for covering the non-refundable
deposit amount of $100 when you register (Grace Lutheran covers the rest of the amount.)

Where Faith Comes to Life

Confirmation Camp at Good Earth Village takes learning beyond the classroom—into the woods, around the
campfire, and beside friends who are growing in faith alongside you. This half week experience strengthens
the Confirmation journey through shared adventures, outdoor ministry, and deep reflection, all in a safe and
encouraging environment.

What to Expect
Campers will explore what it means to live out their faith in everyday life. Through hands-on learning, outdoor
exploration, and spiritual practice, they’ll experience God’s grace in a new and powerful way.

Highlights of the week include:

Morning devotions and small group discussion, Evening worship around the campfire, Team-building games
and large group activities, Nature hikes and outdoor discovery, Canoeing (weather permitting), Campfire
cookout and classic s'mores, Time for reflection, creativity, and fun! Campers stay in our Hilltop or Main
Street cabins, building community in a comfortable and welcoming setting.

Program Goals
Grow in Faith & Friendship - Campers explore who they are, who they want to become, and how their faith

guides that journey.

Build Strength & Resilience - Through new experiences and outdoor adventures, campers develop grit,
confidence, and teamwork, skills that last far beyond camp.

Experience God in Creation - Time away from technology and immersed in nature restores minds, hearts, and
souls while deepening connection with God and one another.

. Link to register for Confirmation Camp August 2-5 https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?
idCamp=504&campCode=gev&idSession=560147
. Sponsorship code to use is GRACELCF2026 and is not case sensitive

. Select tier 3 when registering
. Do not apply any discount codes
. After applying the sponsorship code, click continue to payment and pay the non-refundable deposit of

$100 to complete registration
. We would like to have everyone registered by Wednesday, May 6th

Please contact Pastor Cole at 507-238-4418 or email McCormick@gracelutheranchurch.org if you have any
questions.

SAVE THE DATE

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

June 15 - 18, 8am to 12pm
Children 4 years old through entering 6th grade
(Older youth are encouraged and invited to
come and help.)
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WORDS FOR WORSHIP

Sunday, April 5 - Easter Sunday

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen,
and through him all creation is made new! Indeed,
“God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s
resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing
hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and
proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the
feast of holy communion. With the women at the
tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We
depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s
endless love.

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10

Sunday, April 12- Second Sunday of Easter

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the
disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even
amid doubts and questions, we experience the
resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word
and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout
the coming Sundays of Easter the first two
readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and
the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians
proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new
birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel: John 20:19-31

Sunday, April 19 - Third Sunday of Easter

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking

to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was
crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet
the risen Christ walks with them and then opens
their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each
Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures
are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is

14

broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus
becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s
day.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

Sunday, April 26— Fourth Sunday of Easter

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd
Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in
today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to
abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and
guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the
world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs
of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to
all creation.

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel: John 10:1-10

3-8

Aprll
Open Door Meal
Menu
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A
3

Join us in the Fellowship
Hall on Wednesday evenings
from 4:30 - 6:00 PM

April 1: Holy Week - NO MEAL

S

4. April 8: Easter - NOMEAL %
5% April 15: Scalloped Potatoes | &
i A
E a3 April 22: Meatballs T
%,« ~ April 29: Porkalicious




APRIL 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
Palm Sunday Holy Week Holy Week Holy Week Holy Week Good Friday
8:30am Palm Sunday [9:00am - 10:00am |9:00am - 11:00am Maundy Thursday [Holy Week
Traditional Worship Staff Meeting Sewing Circle 9:00am Sarah's 12:00pm Good
9:30am Youth Palm 1:00pm Weekly Prayer Circle (Location Friday Community
Sunday Breakfast Meeting Varies) Worship at Grace
10:45am Palm Sunday 1:30pm Women's Bible 9:00am Women of |6:30pm Good
Contemporary Worship Study the Cloth Sewing |Friday Worship
2:00pm Worship Service 6:30pm Maundy
Aired Thursday Worship
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Easter Sunday OFFICE CLOSED 9:00am Common 9:00am - 12:00pm 4:30pm - 6:00pm
8:15am Baggage Box |[6:00pm Evening Threads Sewing Women's Community Aktion Club
Burning CBS 9:00am - 11:00am Bible Study Theatre
8:30am Easter Sewing Circle 10:00am Goldfinch 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Traditional Worship 9:00am - 10:00am Staff [Memory Care Worship Boy Scouts
10:45am Easter Meeting 5:15pm Chancel Choir
Contemporary Worship 1:00pm Weekly Prayer |Practice
Meeting 7:00pm High School Class
1:30pm Women's Bible
Study
2:00pm Worship Service
Aired
6:30pm Girl Scouts
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30am Traditional 7:00am Men's 9:00am - 11:00am Ways of Grace Submission [9:00am Women of
Worship Breakfast - The Sewing Circle Deadline the Cloth Sewing
9:35am Adult Ed. Ranch 12:00pm Cup of Hope  |9:00am - 12:00pm
10:45am 9:00am - 10:00am |Grief Group Women's Community
Contemporary Worship|[Staff Meeting 1:00pm Weekly Prayer |Bible Study
10:00am Lakeview [Meeting 4:30pm - 6:00pm Open
Senior Worship 1:30pm Women's Bible  |Door Community Meal
5:30pm CYF Team |[Study 5:15pm Chancel Choir
Meeting 2:00pm Worship Service |Practice
6:00pm Evening Aired 5:30pm BLAST
CBS 5:30pm Outreach/ 6:30pm - 7:15pm
6:30pm Shalom Fellowship Team Confirmation
Circle Meetings 6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW -
5:30pm Service Team  |Worship on Wednesday
Meeting 7:00pm High School Class
6:30pm Stewardship
Team Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30am Traditional 9:00am - 10:00am |9:00am Common 9:00am - 12:00pm 1:00pm Ways of
Worship Staff Meeting Threads Sewing Women's Community Grace Assembly
9:35am Adult Ed. 9:00am - 11:00am Bible Study Team
10:45am Sewing Circle 4:30pm - 6:00pm Open
Contemporary Worship 1:00pm Weekly Prayer |Door Community Meal
- Baptism Meeting 5:30pm Baby Bible Class
11:45am Church 1:30pm Women's Bible |5:15pm Chancel Choir
Council Meeting Study Practice
2:00pm The Joy 2:00pm Worship Service |5:30pm BLAST
Collective Women'’s Aired 6:30pm - 7:15pm
Bible Study Confirmation
6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW -
Worship on Wednesday
7:00pm High School Class
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
8:30am Traditional 9:00am - 10:00am [9:00am - 11:00am 9:00am - 12:00pm 4:00pm Wedding  |5:30pm Wedding
Worship Staff Meeting Sewing Circle Women's Community Rehearsal

9:35am Adult Ed.
10:45am Contempo-
rary Worship

2:00pm - 5:00pm Girl
Scouts

1:00pm Weekly Prayer
Meeting

1:30pm Women's Bible
Study

2:00pm Worship Service
Aired

Bible Study

4:30pm - 6:00pm Open
Door Community Meal
5:15pm Chancel Choir
Practice

5:30pm BLAST

6:30pm - 7:15pm
Confirmation

6:30pm - 7:00pm WOW -
Worship on Wednesday
7:00pm High School Class
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Our Staff :
Rev. Dr. Allison Cobb - Senior Pastor: cobb@gracelutheranchurch.org MAY THE LORD
Rev. Cole McCormick - Associate Pastor: mccormick@gracelutheranchurch.org BLESS YOU
Nicole Kolbe - Office Administrator: office@gracelutheranchurch.org TAHENL[(?R[;(MEAEEPHISY Igﬁlg
Office: 507-238-4418 SHINE ON YOU
Brad & Travis Anderson - Maintenance Emergency contact number: 507- 236-1123 AND BE GRACIOUS T0 You
Jane Reiman - Finance Director: reiman@gracelutheranchurch.org THE LORD TURN HIS
Jaime Core: Youth Coordinator E\AIEE)TQMQDYYOUH
Amber Hansen: Open Door Meal Coordinator: aghansen@gmail.com
NUMBERS 6:24-26

ﬁ Fairmont Grace Lutheran Church - www.gracelutheranchurch.org

=5 =l

= R Looking for an easier way to give your offering?
bl Please scan the QR code with your smartphone to
# support the ministry of your choice.
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