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"OFor God so loved the
“world that he gave his
one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have <&
eternal | if e%

John 3:16




THE PA&S TPCEN REV. COLE M(

Loving our Neighbor

Luke -30VBWBt3 a Samaritan while tre \'—'

C ¢
when he saw hi m, he was movel Ly
bandaged his wounds, having a
put him on his own animal, br I m to
The next day he took out two , g a\
sailla,ke care of hi m; and when back,
more you spend. Whi ch of the e do
t he man who fell i nthe tsheéeh e¢h,aom he ro

showed hiJne snuesr csyaGd &awod hd°on, | i kewi se.

Il am thinking that much has been on yol
throughout Minnesota and with current eve

found themselves i n challenging times, ma
separated from | oved ones and doing some
on. Pl ease continue to take time in your
ever | iving presence in times of grWhdat tr
does it mean to yoMaybel owesyoer seirghkbog
many people as you can throughout t{kin wmo
story in the Bible is the Good Samaritan
Someone is |l eft by the side of the road b
continue to walk on. A Samaritan i s move
Caring for and |l oving our neighbor 1is not
convenient for you. Sometimes it wil/ be
These are invitations and opportunities t
the one that has cared for and shown you
| i kewheee words of | ove ardé | wicth onwostas tas

Wednesday on" February 18
However, before we of Gcially begin Lent
on Sunday, 'faFse bsroumaer ys ples5ci al things to ackno
care for, support and | ove all our fellow
9 Assembling care bags in the chapel betv
|l ocally that can use some perso

1 Picki Nguuptaztatrels t hat can be shared

Heart shaped cookies will also be served
to come to connect with people tI

Bl essings as the season of "wWent begi
2



WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays: 8: 30AM Tradition
10: 45AM Cont empo

Tuesdays:2: 00PM Fairmont Cc¢
Channe(lprle2cor ded)

Wednesdays:30PM WOW, Wor shi
Wednesday!

*Commuinsi oonf fered each Sund

*Sunday services wil/|l be streamed on Facebool
Lent eCho Mo rfschri pWednesday wor s hi

We Wioll d elme Eyv ieamt ¢ imigognrf aayndiri n g t
ar a meditation read each week
We hope to see you there for a
his road to the cross.

o -

Senior Living WorshkeprBaryi 8eatthakembatwwhMet

February 11 at Gol dGnch, 10 AM in Memory Car
members of Grace!

We wel come Stephanie Busiahn, Brenda Lubeno\

Wohl huter to the Congregation Council and L

Assembly del egates. We thank you for

THE SEASON OF Lent Begins Ash Wellhe ssdagysormredfr ula

R Wednesday, February 18, with Ash

with our ecumeni cal partners for

Congregational United Church of C

Grace. In the sanctuary, you wil/

Box. During this season, you are

shame, or fear that i1s weighing vy

|l i fe and relationshiOm Wiatsh e®o adnoa m

wi | | burn this box as a symbol of

l ighting the Christ Candle from t

their mentors are asked to worshi

we dinfgpi ltogethghtwith a time f dMe dviiddusdison

Hol den Ev aVeidmge sRiraayyserat noon in the chapel . W

mideek reflection, to take a breat h, and ackr



Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

2025 Ministry Reportg

We gathered at Council as
Leaders to think
collaboratively and further
equip ourselves for ministry as
lay and rostered leaders.

We had four new entrants
to the Candidacy process!
13 were in process as ‘25
concluded. 19 attended

the annual Candidacy
Retreat at Good Earth
Village.

Nuer Community Lutheran
Church, a new worshipping
community, was established!
'\ Rev. Yang Tut was ordained.

“See whart love the Father has given us, that we should be called
children of God, and that is what we are.”
—1 John 3:1 (emphasis added)

Through Christ, we have been made children of God! Whart good
news! It is out of this idenrity, the rruest proclamation of who we
are, that we live as followers of Jesus in this world.

[ Avariety of )

P ran

Boundari As members of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA, Rev. Sarah

educational we strive to walk togetber proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. We Krolak was
workshops were live in this community of faith, across sixteen counties with called to serve as
offered to equip 100,000 baptized members as the children of God. Because this is pastor of

Connections
Ministry/Shelter

church council

who we are, we celebrate all the ways God is at work in us and
members, faith

thrq::ugh us — not onl:,' in our own communities but thrq::uglmut the

formation synod and church - for the sake of the world. Church, which is
professionals, hﬂtﬁi?iggd
and rostered Join me in celebrating all the ways God has been at work in our Outreach Ministry
ministers for midst over the past year, and let’s look ahead, together, with joyful o] T

leadership.

anticipation for what God will yet do, in us and through us, for the

Mankato.
sake of the good news of Jesus Christ. e vy

In Christ,

Bishcp Re gin Hassanally %

Synod members participated in the Lutheran
Church of Colombia’s National Assembly where
Rewv. John Rojas was elected as bishop.

About 140 ministry leaders attended the Eall
Theological Retreat, which includes
fellowship, education, and retreat. Rev. Leila
Ortiz led the presentations and discussion on
pneumatclogical estuaries, with the theme of
Baptism in Muddy Waters.

/*:_Me gathered under the theme “Remember what God
has done. Prepare for what God will do.” at the Synod
Assembly. Three resolutions were passed regarding
Support for the Least of These and the Ministries that
Serve Them and Expanded Preaching and Teaching
on the Stories of Women in the Bible and Use of
Female Imagery of God and of God's Work in the
World. On the first ballot, Bishop Hassanally was
elected to a second six-year term.

17 Rostered Ministers
joined our synod!

o
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- ~ Agreeing and
L s Disagreeing 1n Love

"Making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph.4:3),
as both individual members and the body of Christ,we pledge that we shall:

Accept conflict 1. Acknowledge together that conflict is a normal part of our lifie in the church. Romans 14:7-8 10- 12,
1719 15:1-7

Affirm hope 2. Affirm that as God walks with us in conflict, we can work through to growth. Ephesians 4:15-16

Commit to prayer 3. Admit our needs and commit ourselves to pray for a mutually satisfactory solution (no prayers for my

success or the other to change but to find a joint way). James 5:76

Go to the other... 4. Go directly to those with whom we disagree; avoid behind-the-back criticism.* Marthew 5:23-24 18:15-20

...in the spirit of humility 5. Goingentleness, patience and humility. Place the problem between us at neither doorstep and
own our part in the conflict instead of pointing out the others”. Galatians 6:7-5

Be quick to listen 6. Listen carefully, summarize and check out what is heard before responding. Seek as much to understand
as to be understood. Aames 1:19 Proverbs 18:13

Be slow to judge 7. Suspend judgments, avoid labeling, end name calling, discard threats and act in a nondefensive,
nonreactive way. Romans 2:1-4; Galatians 5:22-26

Be willing to negotiate 8. Work through the disagreements constructively. Acts 75; Phifippians 2:7-11
* |dentify issues, interests, and needs of both (rather than take positions).
* Generate a variety of options for meeting both parties’ needs (rather than defending one's own way).
* Evaluate options by how they meet the needs and satisfy the interests of all sides (not one side's values).
* Collaborate in working out a joint solution (so both sides gain, both grow and win).
* Cooperate with the emerging agreement (accept the possible, not demand your ideal).
* Reward each other for each step forward, toward agreement (celebrate mutuality).

Be steadfast in love 9. Be firm in our commitment to seek a mutual solution; be stubbom in holding to our common foundation
in Christ; be steadfast in love. Colossians %:12-15

Be open to mediation 10. Ee open to accept skilled help. If we cannot reach agreement among ourselves, we will use thase with
gifts and training in mediation in the larger church. Philippians 4:7-3

Trust the community 11. We will trust the community and if we cannot reach agreement or experience reconciliation, we will tum
the decision over to others in the congregation or from the broader church. Acts 15
* In one-to-one or small group disputes, this may mean allowing others to arbitrate.
* In congregational, conference district or denominational disputes, this may mean allowing others to
arbitrate or implementing constitutional dedsion-making processes, insuring that they are done in the
spirit of these guidelines, and abiding by whatever decision is made.

Be the body of Christ 12. Eelieve in and rely on the solidarity of the Body of Christ and its commitment to peace and justice, rather
than resort to the courts of law. 1 Corintfiians 6:7-6

I n 2023, the Church Council Aggdept ed andoDdhkamt @le ca
provides the necessary guidance for how to handl e
and sets a standard of behavior and actions that v
anot her at Grace. Ot®hiessci widéd keoauwe affr et Jeslusv e
we are called to |l ove one another even when we ar ¢
together and then |ive together with the solution.
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BUSINESS OF GRACE

Grace Lutheran Church QRRUBLsMgeEEnNng Minutes

January 1®8:thQ &£mM25 _
-Review and appdaune 2

-Opening -PasowiroMs | i sonRej mMmamcrease in budget |
Cal |l tTa 8Qr d@&8m m synod guidelines, | ooKki

- position of 10 hours pe
12025 Annualn M\Aeoettllonng tl\hur}]%tueﬁse of what the incr
approve. An.dwlkTera(eattozve’tnﬁneez-bfuétarincreased budge:
motion carried will increase, staff co

2025 Finandainel RReE mamt | It weave money including
paid for the yeddr , mebtuts coouatip Bbauidegse ta nda sdnecr easi n
of our commitments wer ef oironha tnaidneg .t oT hteh et ottuanle s
$3500 which was ear mar kfeodr f200r2 & hies s$1ng,d7 2agn/d 3.

Lut heran Soci al Services. .

Motion to approve 20
-Nomi nati ons and Vote Kat zenhlleo eirse 2Hendr i cks
22y ear term 1 Review and Approve Gr g

Cindy Wohl huter Const-Ttrwtyi dtNre mmer s
3year term -Council has been wor
_ _ | ast two years, changes
St ephani e Busiahn, Brijgnda LubenoW.ct andar d
Terry Maakestad, andC oKnasttiiet uTteiaoCnh Oauvtai | abl e

Synod Assembly Del egaft6se

-Loui se Hendricks, JaGrakei fftaomrri eannd Becky

Whi t mor e -Dar Praarsk sbeen a memb

Audit Cdmmatrt éer m for 23 years, she consi

David Johnson and Ra"d®y Ofuptemé wnany things
how wel coming everyone

Ot her nominations:.n@fnfeerim,q)éé'otnhé,oe are bot
approve: M&AmYyMKryiz®dpe encouraged everyone

motion carried to Grace
-Ol d business Justin-Mocvhenti dito t own
-Pastor Allison and FPcaasrtecerr Gonlde jsoainde dT hGarnakc e

Yous for the supportingConmynsittryi,eshethedrpasceon /
restructuring has takensopunadk eqnd hvehyi lagr ed ovienrgy t
to all the volunteers iblvasity esdt Uthe ntth es intatniyn gmin
groups. This all ows ourwWothlud clhi ke thoa vhee I3p whoirm.t
services per week, and ewep erpieenn coeurf odro obrost ht 00 fo
200 kids and their familliikee tehviesr yo onewdrn easldla yt hee

Currently we have 11414-G@§éév®umm&|@1§ﬁ/%r(s4a4zl Quf

those kids.) .
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March Ministry Assistants
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Now Hiring: CYF Team

Youth Coordinator

8

We're excited to share that we are now accepting
applications for a Youth Coordinator position at Grace.

The Youth Coordinator supports the purpose and
programming of the Children, Youth, and Family Team in conjunction with
the core values, mission, and vision of Grace Lutheran Church. Please visit
our website for the employment details and application.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED...

The Gift offhRinikkaly oWi slbesiver yone
di scussion on planni ngFoyro utrh ofsuen e

attend, funeral guides can be foc
space as well as wunder the Resou
you hear a song or scripture 1in

down and share withWyenrydamain g
please bring a copy of your plar
on G| e Ffoor mpaw. i nf ormation, pl e

Cress and
e Homes for
5. Great | ol

Homes for Homédlhank mauwmen:Car ol
team members who helped with th
Project. Together we raised $60
Mi ssions Chr iTshtamaks yTaw et SaReger and Bet h Ne
their generous donation to the Missions Ch
appreciate your support!

POVPVPVPIVPVPIIVPIPIVPIIVIIVIIIIIIVIIVIVIIVPIVIIVPIYIIVYIYYVYYVYY
Li ving Out Our Fai t h Toget

\ 4
Chancel FRrhaodtrice Wednesdays at 5:15PM, Sigg

N

N

Celebrati ®naChoice Sundays at 9: 30AM, Sinz a

N

Care MinCatkrsvis
f

it, and possibly share r:om
Pastor Al 1l 1 son or more i nformation. v

N

Service Meeatns the 2nd Tuesday at 5: 30PM mgnt

N

St ewar ds:hiMeceltesant he 2nd Tuessdaysat GradP Kduoma
rdshi

st ewa i p of t i me, tal ent s, and treasumM®es
<Fell owshi p/ (Meterte a2cnhd Tleuaens day of the mont heg ¢
fellowship hour, and special events suchgegas
< CYF Tedmets the 1st Monday of the month zt

< Wor shi pMeTeetasm t he 1st Monday of the Month gt

wor ship for all ages.

4
< Meal MiniBelriyvelreaan meal to someone strugdg®i
nurse_nancyb@hotmail.com to join this gr &up

4

< PrayerMdetasn every Tuesday at 1® mptayeralyig @t .
4

<ecceecececececeeceecececececececececee
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