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WAYS OF GRACE 
Our Mission: To boldly live out our faith in Jesus 
through worship, fellowship, and service to God 
and our neighbor, here and around the world. 

G@OOX U@KDMSHMD½R C@X  

February 2026 

Ash Wednesday First Communion 

12 4 3 

òFor God so loved the 

world that he gave his  

one and only Son, that  

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

eternal life.ó 

   John 3:16 

Bishop Hassanally 
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Loving our Neighbor  
 

Luke 10:33-37, B̄ut a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and 

when he saw him, he was moved with pity.  He went to him and  

bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them.  Then he  

put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and  

said, T̄ake care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever  

more you spend.  Which of these three do you think, was a neighbor to  

the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?° He said, T̄he one who 

showed him mercy.° Jesus said to him, Ḡo and do likewise.°  

  

 I am thinking that much has been on your heart and mind, especially with recent events 

throughout Minnesota and with current events that have unfolded in the world.  Many have 

found themselves in challenging times, many that are just beyond being scared, many that are 

separated from loved ones and doing some deep grappling with everything that has been going 

on.  Please continue to take time in your day to be prayerful as our God is at work and is that 

ever living presence in times of great trouble and need.  This brings me to a question.  What 

does it mean to you to love your neighbor?  Maybe consider striking up a conversation with as 

many people as you can throughout this month about this very question of faith.  A well-known 

story in the Bible is the Good Samaritan from the Gospel of Luke that unpacks this exact topic. 

Someone is left by the side of the road beaten by robbers.  The Ĝrst two to walk by just  

continue to walk on.  A Samaritan is moved with mercy and ends up taking care of the person.  

Caring for and loving our neighbor is not always going to happen in ways or times when it is 

convenient for you.  Sometimes it will be easy and other times it will be incredibly difĜcult.  

These are invitations and opportunities that Jesus remains sharing with you and me as he is 

the one that has cared for and shown you mercy each day and you in return can go and do 

likewise. These words of love are with you as a time of self-reflection starts with Ash  

Wednesday on February 18th.   

 However, before we ofĜcially begin Lent, I would like to personally invite you to join us 

on Sunday, February 15th as some special things to acknowledge all the ways that we can 

care for, support and love all our fellow neighbors in the body of Christ will be going on.   

¶ Assembling care bags in the chapel between services that get distributed to families  

locally that can use some personal care items. 

¶ Picking up Ȳou Matter° cards that can be shared with others 

Heart shaped cookies will also be served for fellowship between services, and we invite you 

to come to connect with people that you worship with.   

Blessings as the season of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 18th! 

THE PASTOR®S PEN                     REV. COLE MCCORMICK 
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Sundays:  8:30AM Traditional  
   10:45AM Contemporary 
 
Tuesdays:  2:00PM Fairmont Cable TV  
   Channel 12  (pre-recorded)  
 
Wednesdays: 6:30PM WOW, Worship on  
   Wednesday! 
 
*Communion is offered each Sunday and Wednesday.  
 
*Sunday services will be streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and our webpage. 

 
Mid-Week Lenten Worship: Come for Wednesday worship this Lenten season at Noon and 
6:30PM. We will be singing Holden Evening Prayer at noon and Unfailing Light in the evening 
and hear a meditation read each week that focuses on this important season of the church 
year. We hope to see you there for a time to breathe and be in community with others as we 
walk this road to the cross. 
 

Senior Living Worship Services this month: February 9 at Lakeview Methodist Home, 10 AM. Then 
February 11 at GoldĜnch, 10 AM in Memory Care. Please come and worship with our friends and 
members of Grace!  

We welcome Stephanie Busiahn, Brenda Lubenow, Terry Maakestad, Katie Teachout, and Cindy 
Wohlhuter to the Congregation Council and Louise Hendricks and Jane Reiman as our Synod  

Assembly delegates. We thank you for sharing your gifts at Grace!  
 

Lent Begins Ash Wednesday, February 18! The season of Lent begins on 
Wednesday, February 18, with Ash Wednesday where we will be joining 
with our ecumenical partners for a community Noon service held at First 
Congregational United Church of Christ as well as worship at 6:30PM at 
Grace. In the sanctuary, you will Ĝnd a black box which is our Baggage 
Box. During this season, you are invited to write down any burden, sin, 
shame, or fear that is weighing you down and holding you back in your 
life and relationship with God and one another.  On Easter morning, we 
will burn this box as a symbol of the reĜning Ĝre of the Holy Spirit,  
lighting the Christ Candle from these flames. ConĜrmation students and 
their mentors are asked to worship together on Wednesdays in Lent as 

we sing Unfailing Light together with a time for discussion, ending at 7:15PM.  We will also offer  
Holden Evening Prayer Wednesdays at noon in the chapel. We hope you will come for a time of  
mid-week reflection, to take a breath, and acknowledge the presence of Christ in our midst.   
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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In 2023, the Church Council adopted a covenantal agreement called Agreeing and Disagreeing in Love. This document 
provides the necessary guidance for how to handle conflicts in a healthy way within the church. It is Biblically based 
and sets a standard of behavior and actions that we as Christians are to follow. Jesus commanded us to love one  
another at Grace. Others will know we are Jesus® disciples because of the love we show one another. As Christians, 
we are called to love one another even when we are in a disagreement. We are to work for a solution, Ĝgure it out 
together and then live together with the solution. 
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BUSINESS OF GRACE 
Grace Lutheran Church Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 18th, 2026 - 9:30 am 
 

-Opening Devotions- Pastor Allison 

-Call to Order-Troy ² 9:48am 

¶ 2025 Annual Meeting Minutes- Motion to  

approve: Andy Traetow,  2nd Mike Katzenmeier, 

motion carried 

-2025 Financial Report- Jane Reiman- All bills were 

paid for the year, but our budget wasn®t met so a few 

of our commitments were not made to the tune of 

$3500 which was earmarked for the synod and  

Lutheran Social Services. 

-Nominations and Vote 

 2-year term 

 -Cindy Wohlhuter 

 3-year term 

 -Stephanie Busiahn, Brenda Lubenow,  

  Terry Maakestad, and Katie Teachout 

 Synod Assembly Delegates 

 -Louise Hendricks, Jane Reiman, and Becky 

Whitmore 

 Audit Committee -1-year term 

 -David Johnson and Randy Lubenow 

 Other nominations: none, motion to  

 approve: Mark Morris, 2ndAndy Kryzer,  

 motion carried 

-Old business 

-Pastor Allison and Pastor Cole said Thank 

Yous for the supporting ministries at Grace. As staff 

restructuring has taken place, they are very grateful 

to all the volunteers involved in the many ministry 

groups. This allows our church to have 3 worship 

services per week, and we open our doors to over 

200 kids and their families every Wednesday evening. 

Currently we have 1,414 active members (447 of 

those kids.) 

-New business 

 -Review and approve 2026 budget- Jane 

Reiman- Increase in budget is for payroll per  

synod guidelines, looking to add CYF assistant paid 

position of 10 hours per week/ 9 months a year, 

unsure of what the increase in insurance will be for 

the year-but increased budget for expectation that it 

will increase, staff continually coming up with ways 

to save money including: switching phone  

companies and decreasing bulletin paper size and 

formatting. The total suggested increase in budget 

for 2026 is $18,726/ 3.5% increase from 2025. 

 Motion to approve 2026 budget: Mike  

Katzenmeier, 2nd Louise Hendricks, motion carried 

¶ Review and Approve Grace Lutheran  

Constitution- Troy Nemmers 

 -Council has been working on this for the 

last two years, changes in wording to look more  

like the ELCA standard constitution, copies of new  

constitution available at meeting and in church  

ofĜce 

-Grace Stories 

 -Dar Parks- has been a member of Grace  

for 23 years, she considers herself a child of God, 

one of the many things she loves about Grace in 

how welcoming everyone is and how many  

offerings there are both socially and religiously,  

she encouraged everyone to keep inviting others  

to Grace 

 -Justin Schmidt- Moved to town for his  

career and joined Grace looking to be part of the 

community, he helps on Sunday mornings with 

sound and while doing this reached out to an older 

Blast student sitting near him and asked him if he 

would like to help him. It was such a positive  

experience for both of them and he sees moments 

like this occur all the time at Grace. 

-Grace Lutheran®s 100th Anniversary May 7, 2028 
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 -The Faith Legacy Team has been  

created to plan, more are welcome to join,  

planning 1 service that Sunday with a meal after, 

working on the history of Grace with the help of 

Lenny, more ideas are welcome 

-Closing, Lord®s Prayer- Pastor Cole 

-Adjournment- 10:29am 

NOVEMBER: 
Luella Fisher Memorial  
Cynthia Corey   Undesignated Memorials 
     
Lois Kessler Memorial     
Arvin & Joanne Soma  Undesignated Memorials 
 
DECEMBER: 
Lois Kessler Memorial     
Ross & Cindy Wohlhuter  People Helping People 
Rod & Diane Palmquist  Undesignated Memorials 
     
Reily Junkermeier Memorial     
Patricia Jones   Youth Fund 
Harry & Chery Brumbaugh Youth Fund 
David & Beck Johnson  People Helping People 
Shelley & Denny Junkermeier Undesignated Memorials 
      
Velma Vickerman Memorial     
Judy & Ron Kopeschka  Undesignated Memorials 
Patricia Jones   Undesignated Memorials 
Arvin & Joanne Soma  Undesignated Memorials
   
     
Tim Sime Memorial     
Arvin & Joanne Soma  Undesignated Memorials 
Janice Lemon   Undesignated Memorials 
 
 

Thank you for your memorial gifts!  

 
 
 
Jesus said, Ī am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes 
in me will live, even though they 
die. John 11:25 
 
In profound grief and hope in the resurrection of  
Jesus Christ, we announce the death of Reily 
Junkermeier, Tom Sime, and Velma Vickerman. 
Rest eternal grant Reily, Tom, and Velma, O Lord; 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Gracious God, 
 
Surround the family of Reily, Tom, and Velma 
with your love, and grant them your peace, that 
they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but 
have conĜdence in your goodness, and strength 
to meet the days to come. Thanks be to you, O 
God, for you give us the victorious through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

BKa!a.K!Z za!szHg~ Bgv ag®8`-8v 

Memorials: 

BKa!a.K!Z za!szHg~ Bgv 48.8`-8v 

Baptisms 
 

In December and January  
we celebrated the baptisms of  
Leo Dean Anderson,  

Melody SoĜa GraJales Albores,  
and Leah GraJales Albores. 
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~ŔŰŔƚƣƖǃШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣƚШŉŸƖШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃ-ШΥаΟΜ ~ШÑƖċĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲ 
                         Ш              Ш ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΝ ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΥ ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΝΡ ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΞΞ 

9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШÂƖĲƓċƖĲƖ ÉőċƖŸŰНEũũŔŸƣ sŸǃĦĲНEŔƚĲŰůĲŰŊĲƖ ÉőċƖŸŰНEũũŔŸƣ ÂĲŊŊǃНsŸŰĲƚ 

9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШÉĲƖƻĲƖ ũũĲŰНѼНuċƖĲŰНÉƣƖƨĦť 
ÂĲŊŊǃНsŸŰĲƚ 
~ċƖǃНuŸƣĲƽċ ũũĲŰНѼНuċƖĲŰНÉƣƖƨĦť 

~ċƖŔċŰНcŸũũċŰĬ 
7ĲŰНsŸƖĬċŰ 

xĲĦƣŸƖ ÉĦŸƣƣН?ƖĲƻĲƖ ?ĲĲ ŰŰĲНcĲũŉƖŔƣǍ 7ĲŰНsŸƖĬċŰ ũũĲŰНÉƣƖƨĦť 

ÉŸƨŰĬШÑĲĦő 
sƨƚƣŔŰНÉĦőůŔĬƣ 

ÅĲƓũċĦĲůĲŰƣН 
 ĲĲĬĲĬг sŸũĲŰĲНÅŸƚŸũ ~ċƖťНéŸŊĲũƚċŰŊ 

ÖƚőĲƖƚШШ 9ƨƖƣŔƚНѼНuŔƖƚƣĲŰН 
7ƖĲƚƚũĲƖ 

9ƨƖƣŔƚНѼНuŔƖƚƣĲŰН 
7ƖĲƚƚũĲƖ 

9ƨƖƣŔƚНѼНuŔƖƚƣĲŰН 
7ƖĲƚƚũĲƖ 

9ƨƖƣŔƚНѼНuŔƖƚƣĲŰН 
7ƖĲƚƚũĲƖ 

fŉЮǃŸƨЮċƖĲЮƨŰċĤũĲЮƣŸЮƚĲƖƻĲЮŸŰЮǃŸƨƖЮĬċǃеЮƓũĲċƚĲЮǯŰĬЮċЮƖĲƓũċĦĲůĲŰƣЮċŰĬЮċƚťЮƣőĲůЮƣŸЮũĲƣЮƣőĲЮőĲċĬЮƨƚőĲƖеЮ7ƖŔċŰЮcƨĲĤĲƖƣеЮ
ťŰŸƽЮƽőĲŰЮƣőĲǃЮċƖƖŔƻĲдЮfŉЮǃŸƨЮĦċŰѢƣЮǯŰĬЮċЮƖĲƓũċĦĲůĲŰƣЮĲůċŔũЮ7ƖŔċŰЮċƣЮĤőƨĲĤĲƖƣыŉŸƖĬҁǃċőŸŸдĦŸůдЮÑőċŰťЮǃŸƨй 

~ŔŰŔƚƣƖǃШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣƚШŉŸƖШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃ-ШΝΜаΠΡ ~Ш9ŸŰƣĲůƓŸƖċƖǃШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲ 

              Ш              Ш ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΝ ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΥ ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΝΡ ÉƨŰĬċǃЯН[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃНΞΞ 

9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШÂƖĲƓċƖĲƖ 7ƖĲŰĬċНѼНÅċŰĬǃН
xƨĤĲŰŸƽ 

EũċǃŰĲН7ċƨůŊċƖƣ 
9ŸũĲĲŰНEőũĲƖƣ 

7ƖĲŰĬċНѼНÅċŰĬǃН
xƨĤĲŰŸƽ 7ƖŔċŰНѼН?ĲĤНÅŸŊŊŸƽ 

9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШÉĲƖƻĲƖ 
7ƖŔċŰНѼН?ĲĤНÅŸŊŊŸƽ 

7ĲĦťǃНsŸőŰƚŸŰ 
EŰŸƚН7ƖĲŔƣĤċƖƣő 

EũċǃŰĲН7ċƨůŊċƖƣ 
ĤĤǃНEőũĲƖƣ 7ƖŔċŰНѼН?ĲĤНÅŸŊŊŸƽ 

xĲĦƣŸƖ ?ĲĤН~ŸƖƖŔƚ ĤĤǃНEőũĲƖƣ sŸŔĦĲН[ŸƖƚƣĲƖ 9ċƖŸũǃŰН7ŔƖĬ 
ÉŸƨŰĬШÑĲĦő ÂċůНuƖŔũũ sŸũĲŰĲНÅŸƚŸũ ůĤĲƖНcċŰƚĲŰ 7ũċťĲНÂŸƣƣőŸǭ 
ÉũŔĬĲШÑĲĦő EŰŸƚН7ƖĲŔƣĤċƖƣő 9ŸƖĲǃНuũċŰĬĲƖƨĬ ůĤĲƖНcċŰƚĲŰ 9ŸƖĲǃНuũċŰĬĲƖƨĬ 

ÖƚőĲƖƚШ 

sŸĲũНÑĲƚťĲǃЯН 
cċƖƖǃН7ƖƨůĤċƨŊőЯН 
~ċƖťН~ŸƖƖŔƚЯН 
~ċƖťНÂċƚťĲǃ 
 

sŸĲũНÑĲƚťĲǃЯН 
cċƖƖǃН7ƖƨůĤċƨŊőЯН 
~ċƖťН~ŸƖƖŔƚЯН 
~ċƖťНÂċƚťĲǃ 
 

sŸĲũНÑĲƚťĲǃЯН 
cċƖƖǃН7ƖƨůĤċƨŊőЯН 
~ċƖťН~ŸƖƖŔƚЯН 
~ċƖťНÂċƚťĲǃ 
 

sŸĲũНÑĲƚťĲǃЯН 
cċƖƖǃН7ƖƨůĤċƨŊőЯН 
~ċƖťН~ŸƖƖŔƚЯН 
~ċƖťНÂċƚťĲǃ 
 

fŉЮǃŸƨЮċƖĲЮƨŰċĤũĲЮƣŸЮƚĲƖƻĲЮŸŰЮǃŸƨƖЮĬċǃеЮƓũĲċƚĲЮǯŰĬЮċЮƖĲƓũċĦĲůĲŰƣЮċŰĬЮċƚťЮƣőĲůЮƣŸЮũĲƣЮƣőĲЮőĲċĬЮƨƚőĲƖеЮ7ƖƨĦĲЮEőũĲƖƣеЮ
ťŰŸƽЮƽőĲŰЮƣőĲǃЮċƖƖŔƻĲдЮfŉЮǃŸƨЮĦċŰѢƣЮǯŰĬЮċЮƖĲƓũċĦĲůĲŰƣЮĲůċŔũЮ7ƖƨĦĲЮċƣЮĤƖƨĦĲдĲőũĲƖƣΨΦҁŊůċŔũдĦŸůдЮÑőċŰťЮǃŸƨй 

March Ministry Assistants  

Now Hiring: CYF Team  

Youth Coordinator  

We're excited to share that we are now accepting  

applications for a Youth Coordinator position at Grace. 

The Youth Coordinator supports the purpose and  

programming of the Children, Youth, and Family Team in conjunction with 

the core values, mission, and vision of Grace Lutheran Church. Please visit 

our website for the employment details and application.  
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Have you ever wondered the purpose of the CYF Team?  The Children, Youth, and Family 
team supports and nurtures disciples of all ages by providing opportunities of Christian  
education, recognizing milestones, and spiritual growth.  We are one part of the journey in 
helping to fulĜll promises that have been made at Holy Baptism and helping to make Christ 
known to all.  If you are interested in being a part of this ministry team, please sign up on the 
board in the Gathering Space.  Thank you for sharing in God®s work here at Grace!  
 

Tech Training For All!  All current sound and video tech volunteers, and all interested in 
learning more, are invited to our 2026 tech training.  Blake will share how to work our new 
TV®s for slides, run the camera, and has signiĜcantly simpliĜed the sound board to make 
things easier than ever.  Even if you have run tech for years, please plan to attend one of 
two training sessions: Sunday, February 1 at 9:40am OR Wednesday, February 4 at 
5:30pm.  Both sessions meet in the sanctuary balcony. Thank you to everyone interested 
in this important outreach ministry.  You bring worship to hundreds of people in their homes each week! 
For more information, please contact the ofĜce.    

 

Men®s Breakfast on Monday: Men of all ages are invited to a monthly breakfast at The 
Ranch restaurant on the Ĝrst Monday of the month at 7:00AM.  Come for a devotion,  
fellowship, and good breakfast food.  
When: Monday February 2 at 7:00AM  
Where: The Ranch Restaurant  
Why: Because Jesus says that when a few are gathered in his name, he®s there too!  
 

Adult Bible Study: Invite a friend, grab your coffee and donut holes, and come  
to adult Sunday School between the worship services.  We meet at 9:35am for  
a variety of topics throughout the program year. Each week will include a brief  
video lesson from a Bible scholar or preacher followed by discussion. Come for 
light-hearted conversation and faith education. We continue this month with The 
Final Days: A Lenten Journey Through the Gospel. Then, On March 9, we will begin 
our six-week Lenten study by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine entitled Witness at the Cross: A 
Beginners Guide to Holy Friday. Hope to see you there!  

 
Cup of Hope: Monthly Grief Support: You are welcome to bring a lunch to Grace as we share 
in this walk together and hear God's words of love and comfort along the way. We meet this 
week, on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Noon, in the lounge. All are Welcome!  
 

 

Stewardship Corner 
 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the annual meeting last 
month.  The congregation voted to approve a 3.5% increase in our annual 
budget.  This means that Grace needs to bring in an additional $1500 a 
month to meet our budget. Please prayerfully consider your Ĝnancial  
giving as we look to support the many wonderful ministries for all ages 
here at Grace!  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED...  

The Gift of Final Wishes: Thank you to everyone who attended this  
discussion on planning your funeral worship service.  For those unable to 
attend, funeral guides can be found on our Care Table in the gathering 
space as well as under the Resources tab on our webpage. Over time, as 
you hear a song or scripture in worship that is meaningful to you, jot it 
down and share with your family your wishes.  When you are Ĝnished, 
please bring a copy of your planning sheet to the ofĜce and we will keep it 
on Ĝle for you.  For more information, please see Pastor Allison. 

 
Homes for Homeless Snowmen: Thank you to Carol Cress and all the 
team members who helped with the Homes for Homeless Snowmen 
Project. Together we raised $605. Great job everyone!  
 
Missions Christmas Tree Sale: Thank you to Roger and Beth Neist for 
their generous donation to the Missions Christmas Tree Sale. We truly 
appreciate your support! 
 

 

Living Out Our Faith Together 
 
 

�<�� Chancel Choir: Practice Wednesdays at 5:15PM, Sing at 8:30AM worship services. 
 

�<�� Celebration Choir: Practice Sundays at 9:30AM, Sing at 10:45AM worship services. 
 

�<�� Care Ministers: Call, visit, and possibly share communion with a homebound member! Contact 
Pastor Allison  for more information. 
 

�<�� Service Team: Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 5:30PM monthly to discuss budgets, assets, and more!  
 

�<�� Stewardship Team: Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30PM monthly to oversee year round  
stewardship of time, talents, and treasures.  
 

�<�� Fellowship/Outreach Team: Meet 2nd Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm to discuss Grace Pantry,  
fellowship hour, and special events such as Oktoberfest, Fill the Altar Food Drive, and service days. 
   

�<�� CYF Team: Meets the 1st Monday of the month at 5:30PM to discuss youth ministry and events. 
 

�<�� Worship Team: Meets the 1st Monday of the Month at 6:30pm to plan inclusive and welcoming 
worship for all ages. 
  

�<�� Meal Ministry Team: Deliver a meal to someone struggling or in need! Contact Nancy Backer at 
nurse_nancyb@hotmail.com to join this group. 
 

�<�� Prayer Team: Meets every Tuesday at 1pm to pray over the congregation®s prayer list. 


