
God’s Grace is Amazing! 

May 17, 2026 

 

 
 Gathered Together: Cherub and Alleluia Choirs  

 

 Welcome and Announcements  

 

 Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose 

word never fails, whose promise is sure.   

All: Amen.   

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.   

       Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Merciful God, 

All: we confess that we have sinned.  We have hurt our community.  We have 

squandered your blessings.  We have hoarded your bounty.  In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy.   

 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.  God offers boundless grace when we fail.  

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ.   

All: Amen.    

 

 Prayer  

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ’s 

mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

 Children’s Message (sing)          “I’ve Got the Joy” 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart 

Down in my heart! 

Down in my heart! 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart 

Down in my heart to stay 

 

 Gospel Song       “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”         512 ELW  

 

 

 
Please Note: Worship services are broadcast on local TV and online. Being in the Sanctuary implies consent to being on camera. If 

you do not wish to be on camera, please sit in the back rows or balcony. Communion may be brought to you in your pew.  



  Christ Meets Us in the Word: Bible stories and  

 

 First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room 

upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with 

certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

 Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, 

as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 

Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 

revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 

glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt  

you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 

yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking 

for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers 

and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have 

suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 Jesus the True Vine- John 15:1-17   

 1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in  

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me 

 as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the  

vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches.  

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 

do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me and my words 



abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified 

by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I 

have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 

do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 

not know what the master is doing, but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me, but I 

chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 

give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you 

may love one another. 

 

 Message 

 

 Song           “This Little Light of Mine”           677 ELW  

 

 Confessing What We Believe in Faith: Apostle’s Creed           105 ELW 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 

to the dead.  On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; he shall come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the communion of Saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 

P:  Merciful God… 

C:  ... receive our prayer. 

 

  Giving Back to God and Neighbor: Offering and Song          “One Name”  

One name under heaven, whereby we must be saved 

One name under heaven, whereby we must be saved 

 

Forgiven of our sins, baptized in the water, filled with the Holy Ghost, and washed by the 

blood of the lamb 

Forgiven of our sins, baptized in the water, filled with the Holy Ghost, and washed by the 

blood of the lamb 

 

Free, truly free my friend, freed by the blood of the lamb 

Free, truly free my friend, freed by the blood of the lamb 

 



God's goanna move this place, God's gonna move this place, God's gonna turn this whole 

world upside down 

God's goanna move this place, God's gonna move this place, God's gonna turn this whole 

world upside down 

 

One name under heaven, whereby we must be saved 

One name under heaven, whereby we must be saved 

 

 Gathered at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive  

us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 Song            “All Are Welcome”            641 ELW 

 

 Sharing about the Service Projects  

 

 Blessing 

To be your presence is our mission here, to show compassion’s face and list’ning ear, to 

be your heart of mercy ever near, alleluia! 

   

 Sent in Song       “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”        547 ELW 
 

Thank you to all who made this day of service possible! 
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