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t he   past or 's   pen 

Interim Pastor Joe BW Smith  
smith@gracelutheranchurch.org

I have a few shorter thoughts for the month, but not a particular uniting theme.

· First, I congratulate you, friends in Christ at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Fairmont, Minnesota, on calling your new pastor, the Rev. Dr. Allison Cobb! 
You will all be in my prayers in the days and weeks ahead. There is plenty of time 
to do summarize our time together at Grace in the coming months. Today, I 
celebrate with you!

· There is still work to be done as your interim pastor besides preaching and 
leading/planning worship. My last day has not been determined as of this 
writing, but I will be here almost the entire summer. One focus area during these 
next few months is preparing for Pastor Allison?s arrival. Consider that Grace 
Lutheran Church has not welcomed a full-time ELCA rostered pastor in over 13 
years. With COVID and other transitional challenges, welcoming your new pastor presents some great 
opportunities to understand the congregational relationship with a pastor more deeply. I will be working with 
congregational leaders on a variety of fronts to make the most of this welcome and transition.

· I know that in summers past there was a pattern of alternating weeks of ?traditional? and ?contemporary? worship 
styles (I?ve notice that my column from a few months ago generated some discussion about titles for worship 
services). In the absence of a Music Coordinator or a Minister of Music (Amber and I have been covering many of 
these responsibilities in the interim as best we can), and that people tend to travel and have different rhythms 
during the summer (including musicians), having the alternating weeks of worship styles is not possible. I am 
scheduling musicians to lead worship as they are available. Thank you for bringing your voices to worship, 
regardless of the music that is present.

· Previously I had written on whether one pastor or two pastors was the best way forward for Grace Lutheran 
Church. The only reason I addressed the option of one pastor serving Grace was not necessarily that it was the only 
way forward. After multiple decades of operating under a particular pastoral staff configuration and the current 
availability of pastors, my purpose was to open the congregation to different staffing possibilities. The Council 

embraced such flexibility. I was not endorsing a singular approach to pastoral staffing; my goal was to encourage 
flexibility as congregational leaders complete the church staff.

- Thank you for sharing your feedback on my June 19th sermon, "What About the Pigs?".  It addressed some pig 
history and theology. I wanted to share with you the book title and author that I gleaned much information from 
for the sermon. If you're interested, check out:  Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the Humble Pig, by Mark Essig. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the ministries of Grace Lutheran Church. I look forward to seeing you at 
Grace, and at the very least, next month at the Martin County Fair for some pork chops on a stick!

The Spirit of God is with you! 

?Pastor Joe
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Open Door Menu for October:

Wednesday, Oct 6th - Tacos

Wed, October 13th - Creamed Chicken

Wed,Oct.  

 Open Door Serving Hours:  
4:45PM-6:15PM

t he   past or 's   pen announcement s  /   Cal l   commit t ee  updat e

Grace Members, 

At the Congregational Meeting on June 12th, the congregation 
overwhelmingly voted to call Pastor Allison Cobb to be the lead pastor 
at Grace.  On June 14th, Pastor Allison accepted our call and she will 
begin her call here on Monday, September 19th, and will be installed by 

Bishop Regina Hassanally on Sunday, September 25th. There will be a welcome celebration after the Installation 
Service in Fellowship Hall.   Pastor Allison is very excited about this call and can?t wait to see how Grace operates!  
She will watch and listen before offering her ideas and visions for Grace.  Please read more about Pastor Allison in 
her bio printed below.  Thank  you to the Call Committee for their diligent work and for the congregational 
support of the Call Committee?s vote for their candidate of choice. 

-Council President Jolene Rosol

 Rev. Dr. Allison Cobb  

Pastor Allison Cobb is a second career pastor who God called into the ministry from 
a career in the food industry.  She was raised in rural America where her family 
enjoyed their neighbors who farmed, as well as cows and horses nearby. She grew up 
with her sister, dog Andy, and grandparents close by.

Growing up, Pastor Allison loved basketball, 4-H, and playing the saxophone in 
band as well as academics.  In high school, she focused on her studies along with 
music and sports and attended the University of Illinois, majoring in Food Science.  
She interned at A.E. Staley Manufacturing where she spent the summer researching 
a fat free donut filling and then a six-month internship following graduation, 
developing new Nutri-grain bars as an intern at Kellogg?s, in Cereal City U.S.A, 
Battle Creek, Michigan.  She then received her master?s degree in Food Science from 
Michigan State University.

During her internship times, Pastor Allison realized that she loved feeding people and working with people, so she 
shifted her focus from product development to marketing.  Hormel Foods was her next stop on the journey where 
she spent her first 14 months in Cincinnati, OH calling on Kroger and Supervalu and then being moved to the 
corporate office in Austin, MN, SPAM Town USA, where she managed hot dogs, fully cooked entrees, started the 
Natural Choice lunchmeat line, and oversaw the integration and management of Hormel?s first chicken company, 
Valley Fresh out of California.

While her job took her across the country and even to visit customers around the world, her passion and her heart 
had shifted to serving God through work in the church.  Pastor Allison?s parents taught her that wherever she 
moved, her first priority was to find a church home and her second was to get her library card.  When she moved 
to Austin, she found her church home not in the United Methodist Church of her upbringing, but in the friendly 
and welcoming people of Westminster Presbyterian.  She sang in the choir, served on committees, and was the 
youngest person ordained as an elder to serve on Council.  Being on the board of directors and coordinating 
Hormel volunteers with Habitat for Humanity was also incredibly meaningful.

Shortly after being ordained an elder, Pastor Allison began to hear a loud internal nudge to be a pastor and after 
much prayer and discernment with one of her pastors, she decided to pursue the Commissioned Lay Pastor 
program at University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and was called to serve part-time in that role at her 
church while still working full-time at Hormel.  Eventually, she found herself at St. Olaf Lutheran Church in Austin 
where she began an ecumenical coffee house ministry and from there, continued to listen as the Spirit called her 
into full-time ministry. (Pastor Allison continued on page 5)
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Wor ship & Music
Wor ship

*Communion is offered each Sunday.
*Al l  services w i l l  be l ive streamed onl ine on Facebook , YouTube,                                                                     
and our  webpage.  

    

Sometimes there is a lot of talk in the Bible and in church about the Holy Spirit. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to his 
followers according to the Gospel of John so that they may remember all of the things that Jesus taught them and 

remind them of God's love for them. In the book of Acts, the Holy 
Spirit is a guide for followers of Jesus, and also has great power to help 
people serve God together, often overcoming great obstacles. Paul 
teaches Jesus followers to "live in the Spirit". But how do you know 
whether the Spirit is at work in you? This summer's worship series will 
reflect on "The Fruits of the Spirit" as outlined in Galatians 5: 22-23. 
The summer is a great time to reflect on such things, as we watch fruit 
grow all around us (I especially love going to the Farmer's Market to see 
what fruit has been growing and is ready to eat).  May you have a 
fruit-filled summer!
  

SUMMER  wor ship   schedul e -  begins  May 29t h     

Sundays            @9:30AM  

Tuesdays  @2:00PM  Fairmont Cable TV Channel 12 
        (pre-recorded)

Wednesdays   @6:00PM   June 8th - Aug 31st - Sylvania 
        Park Bandshell in Fairmont  

Fr idays @1:00PM   Fairmont Cable TV Channel 12 
                                  (pre-recorded)        

6:00PM   Wednesdays   *Note summer  t ime change!*
New Ser ies:  Frui ts of the Spir i t

Community Worship at Sylvania Park  at 6PM Wednesdays this summer !

Do you walk  in the evenings?   Do you need a mid-week  
spir i tual  l i f t?  

Then join us for something different! Whether you worship on Sundays in 
the Worship Center, or haven?t been in the building in a while, you are 

welcome to join us at the Sylvania Park Bandshell on Wednesdays at 
6:00PM this summer! Invite a neighbor and come experience this energetic 

and uplifting time of music and prayer with a short, meaningful and 
relatable message. Come to be lifted up, to lift up others, and hear how 

Jesus loves you! (In times of questionable weather, worship will be held at 
Grace.)  The bandshell at Sylvania now has a paved path all the way to the 

seating area for steady walking or wheeling.  See you at the park!
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Wor ship  & Music 

July 3, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus' invitation to "take 
and eat . . . take and drink" is a repeated one. In holy 
communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly 
of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. 
Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven.
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 66:10-14
SECOND READING:  Galatians 6: [1-6] 7-16
GOSPEL:  Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

July 10, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, 
and mind is to reflect God's mercy in responding to one's 
neighbor. That mercy found its most profound expression in the 
"gospel that has come to you"?namely the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us 
again today: at the font, at the table, & from the pulpit. It is 
very near to you.
FIRST READING:  Deuteronomy 30:9-14
SECOND READING:  Colossians 1:1-14
GOSPEL:  Luke 10:25-37

July 17, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
Perhaps the church, at its best, is "all ears." God urges the 
faithful, again and again, to "listen up!"?to heed the word that 
gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and 
Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we 
join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life.
FIRST READING:  Genesis 18:1-10a
SECOND READING:  Colossians 1:15-28
GOSPEL:  Luke 10:38-42

July 24, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the 
attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life 
of the baptized?to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus?is to 
be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so 
strengthens God's own. "When I called, you answered me; you 
increased my strength within me."
FIRST READING:  Genesis 18:20-32
SECOND READING:  Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]
GOSPEL:  Luke 11:1-13

Wor ds   f or    wor ship
July 31, 2022
TIME AFTER PENTECOST
Today's texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are 
occasionally overwhelmed by the "unhappy business" of life. Jesus 
urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We 
who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with 
him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the "things 
that are above." To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord's 
supper and the encouragement of God's word.
FIRST READING:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
SECOND READING:  Colossians 3:1-11
GOSPEL:  Luke 12:13-21

(Pastor Allison - continued from page 3)

Pastor Allison attended Wartburg Theological Seminary 
and interned at Ascension Lutheran Church in Cheyenne, 
WY.  After graduation, she has joyfully served the good 
people of Holmen Lutheran Church in Holmen, WI, a 
bedroom community of La Crosse.  As one of two pastors, 
she leads the outreach, hospitality, congregation care, and 
adult education ministries while co-leading worship, 
confirmation, and crisis ministry.  Her passion is 
intergenerational ministry where she has introduced an 
annual Blessing of the Animals service, baking gluten free 
communion bread, and small group ministry, as well as 
several adult learning trips, retreats, book clubs, and 
studies. She oversees the congregation?s Stephen Ministry 
program and introduced a Care Caller ministry to keep 
elders and those who may be homebound connected 
during the pandemic.

In the last three and a half years, Pastor Allison pursued a 
Doctor of Ministry degree from University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary which focused on congregational 
vitality.  Learning is a hobby, as well as reading, movies, 
and walking her puppy Chip.  Aside from being a dog 
mom, her most favorite role is being an aunt!  She looks 
forward to returning to her more rural roots, getting to 
know the faithful people of Grace Lutheran, living closer 
to family, being an active part of the Fairmont 
community, participating in ministry with our ecumenical 
partners, and sharing God?s love with those she meets!
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Business  of   gr ace
Jolene Rosol, Council President
Council@gracelutheranchurch.org

Grace Lutheran Church Counci l  Minutes
June 12, 2022

Members Present:  Jolene Rosol, Joice Forster, Ben 
Jordan, Wayne Olson, Patti Mathews, Pete Odgren, 
Ilene Reiter, and Jane Reiman

Members Absent:  Josh Ensrud, Carolyn Bird, Eric 
Tonder, and Pastor Joe Smith

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 
11:21AM by council president, Jolene Rosol.

Devotional:

Ben shared a devotional on Romans 5:1-5 about God?s 
love being poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  
God gives us suffering which produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

Council minutes from the May 1, 2022 meeting were 
reviewed and approved via email on May 2, 2022.  Patti 
moved to accept, seconded by Eric. Motion carried.

Financial Report

Jane Reiman reviewed the financial reports.  Income 
continues to remain steady. She also informed the 
council that the income tends to drop during the 
summer months.

Team Reports

Worship Team- Patti Mathews reported the first 
summer Wednesday Worship service at the Sylvania 
Park bandshell went well with 46 people in attendance. 
The Worship Team continues to work on getting the 
word out about these services.  She also relayed there 
will be no communion at these services.

Children/Youth/Family Team  -Ben Jordan and Joice 
Forster reported on the Teacher Appreciation Supper 
which was held on May 18, 2022, for those who led our 
BLAST groups. For the first year of Wednesday youth 
Christian education school, much went well.  The 
majority of parents liked the change from Sunday to 
Wednesday. The teachers then spent time in small 
groups listing things that went well and things that 
need to be improved for next year.  Nicki Kueker and 
the CYF team will be reviewing these suggestions at 
their June 14th meeting.  Vacation Bible School will be 

by Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp staff July 18-21st from 
9:00AM-2:00PM. Eight to ten host homes will be 
needed for the staff.  CYF team will be looking for 
people to host.

Outreach-  Ilene reported that a donation from Grace 
Lutheran Church will be made to Hands Park. Four 
prayer shawls were distributed. Grace will be looking 
for members to deliver Meals on Wheels in the near 
future. Carolyn and Ilene will be meeting with the Open 
Door coordinator to review the year.

Service Team  - Jane Reiman reported that the 
playground will be completed by the end of the week. 
The west side sanctuary windows are leaking and will 
need to be repaired.  An upcoming project will be to 
restore all the stained glass windows.

Old Business

An applicant for the position for Music/Worship 
Director has been received. The Personnel Committee 
will be going over this candidate?s qualifications.

Pete Odgren reported that our current constitution is 
working as of now.  He recommended that we wait 
until a new lead pastor begins before we explore 
changing to the the ELCA recommended church 
constitution.

The Parish Nurse position idea will be tabled until a 
new lead pastor is here.

God?s Grace is Amazing Day was discussed by the 
council. The council is looking for a person or 
committee to lead this very positive, worthwhile event. 
A decision will need to be made on this by the July 17, 
2022 council meeting.

New Business

The current Call Committee has indicated they are 
willing to continue as Grace Lutheran searches for an 
associate pastor.  Pete moved to keep the current Call 
Committee in place to find an associate pastor.  Ben 
seconded.  Motion passed.

Pastor Report

Pastor Joe was on vacation so no report was given.
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Business  of   gr ace
Jolene Rosol, Council President
Council@gracelutheranchurch.org

Upcoming Dates

Tuesday, June 14th at 6:30PM - Outreach, and CYF 
Team meetings in the Laurel Lounge.

Tuesday, July 12th at 6:30PM - Outreach, CYF, and 
Worship Team meetings in the Fellowship Hall.

Thursday, July 14th at 5:15PM - Service Team 
meeting.

Next Council Meeting- Sunday, July 17th at 10:30AM 
in the Laurel Lounge.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10PM with the 
Lord?s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Joice Forster.

Approval of Secretary?s Report

The June 12, 2022 council minutes were reviewed and 
approved via email on June 21, 2022.  Motion by Ben 
seconded by Patti to approve.  Motion carried.

f inancial   snapshot    f or    MAY

Grace's Summer Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

mEmor ial s

Barb Scheef Memor ial
Pat Jones Missions
Paul & Sue Ruen Missions
Joyce Anderson General 
Carolyn Hilgendorf General 
Mark & Jamie Lemon General
Enos & Char Breitbarth Music
Lorraine Hintze Building
Arvin & Joanne Soma Building
Bruce & Connie Donnelly Building

Scott Gerhardt Memor ial
Robert & Deb Bonk General
Jolene & Joe Rosol General
Dwight & Barbara Hilburn Music
Bruce & Connie Donnelly Building

Dennis Meyer  Memor ial
Terry Bohler General
Enos & Charlotte Breitbarth Music
Harry & Chery Brumbaugh Building
Bruce & Connie Donnelly Buliding

Pat Olson Memor ial
Judy Klenz People Helping People

Mark your calendars for:

Worship on the Water  
Sunday, August 7th at 11AM -  

Wards Park Bay.  
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Chil dr en, Yout h & Family
Director of Christian Education, Nicki Kueker

kueker@gracelutheranchurch.org

 

B.L.A.S.T. and confirmation fall registration forms are ready 
and available to fill out online! Follow the link 

https:/ / forms.gle/bQb3ov7wdnBg6nQq5, or scan the QR code 
to register. 

                                                    

 

   

Mission Trip To Minneapolis!

For youth that have completed 6th-12th grade.
July 23rd - July 29th

Cost:  $200 per person
Looking for a male chaperone to attend.              

Contact Nicki at church to register or if you have 
any questions!

Summer  Thoughts

Wow, I cannot believe it is the first day of summer!  I have nothing checked off our list of family fun activities to 
do this summer, but there is still time! Even though the thought of back-to-school shopping is hanging over my 
head. As I look at my calendar and see that we are nearly a month into summer vacation, it makes me sad and 
excited all at the same time.   

Last weekend, Darrian left for his carrier job in Flower Mound, TX. This was a very hard day for me to drop him 
off at the airport, say goodbye and drive away. Our family knows he is doing what God is calling him to do, maybe 
therefore there was not many tears shed. As the Bible tells us in Jeremiah 29:11, ? 'For I know the plans I have for 
you,' declares the LORD, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.' ? When 
one child flies from the nest, the next one is not far behind. Especially when you have four kids the same age. They 
all follow their own path, and some are still trying to figure out what God?s plan is for them.  As a mom, I pray for 
each of them daily and hope that they will do well. 

I have a question for each parent reading this.  Have you taken time to pick up a devotional book or a book by a 
favorite author?  I would love to hear about what or who you enjoy reading. 

-Nicki

https://forms.gle/bQb3ov7wdnBg6nQq5
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Chil dr en, Yout h   &   Family

Ahoy, Mates!  
Vacation Bible School   - July 18-21, 2022
Get ready for "Anchored in Hope" Vacation Bible School, where 
kids will embark on a seaward expedition, diving deeper into faith 
and discovering the Hope we have in Jesus!  VBS will be held July 
18-21st, from 9AM to 2PM each day.  

To register , fol low  the l ink  below , or  scan the QR code. 

  https:/ / forms.gle/MCQe2NKet4gjsLxV8

  

We are exci ted to welcome Ingham Okoboji  Bible Camp 
Staff  & are look ing for  famil ies to host them VBS week !  
If you have an extra bedroom that is available for the week of July 17th - July 21, 
please contact Nicki at the church. We are asking that you would provide 
breakfast and 2 supper meals. The church will host a welcome supper on Sunday 
Evening, Jolene Rosol will be hosting one night, and the church will provide a 
chance for the staff to explore Fairmont one night!   Nicki's email is 
kueker@gracelutheranchurch.org.

Ahoy, 7th -12th Graders & Adul ts!
Are you available the week of July 17 - 22?

We could use your help with VBS!

Please contact Nicki at the church (238-4418)
or email her at kueker@gracelutheranchurch.org.

ANY AND ALL HELP IS APPRECIATED!!

https://forms.gle/MCQe2NKet4gjsLxV8
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This Summer , the Grace Mission Team chal lenges you to: 

FILL THE JUG!

During July and August there will be a Culligan water jug in the Gathering Area to 
collect your loose change and bills. The funds will be sent to ELCA World Relief and 
Lutheran Immigration Services as designated funds for the Ukraine relief effort.  
Look for more information on the Mission Team bulletin board starting in July.

 

A  Summer   devot ion   

By:  Sarah Lundgren

As I look back at past summers, I see a trail of beautiful and bittersweet memories. There have been summers that 
overflowed with joy and summers filled with deep sadness and pain. The common thread is that every summer was 
unique and had its own tale to tell.

Just as every natural summer has a story, so does every spiritual summer. We will each walk through the spiritual 
seasons many times. Autumn is a time of change. Winter is a time of barrenness and preparation. Spring is a time 
of rebirth. And summer is a time for bearing fruit and embracing the abundant life that surrounds us.

The key to embracing our spiritual summer, no matter what time of year it is in the natural, is to remember to 
seize the joy of the season. This is a time to feel the heavenly warmth on our face and revel in the beauty that 
surrounds us. Relax, have fun, celebrate, and abide in gratitude for the blessings that surround. Fall and winter will 
come, but don?t let thoughts of the unknown rob you of the joy of the moment.

Summer is a season known for cultivating and bearing good fruit. Oh goodness, there is just nothing like a sweet, 
sun-ripened, summer strawberry. It is like a taste of heaven on earth! Our spiritual fruit of love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control must also be cultivated and ripened so it 
can taste even sweeter than the best summer strawberry. There is one sure way to do this, and that is to remember 
who our spiritual gardener is and to remain in him always.

?I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.?  -John 15:5 NIV

The seasons may change, but our good and loving Father does not.  Let?s celebrate our summers, both the natural 
and the spiritual, and embrace every story being written, because God?s hand is in each one.

Prayer:  Lord, thank you for the gift of summer. Thank you for ice cream cones, backyard barbecues, and sun-drenched 
memories. May we seize each moment of joy and remember that you are the true cultivator of our harvest and author of our 
stories. Amen.

Scripture for Reflection:  ?There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.? 
-Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV

?But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.? -Galatians 5:22-23 NIV

Challenge:  Seize the joy of the season. Embrace the summer and all of its goodness. Start each day with a prayer 
of gratitude to our Father, and then go and enjoy the sunshine! Go to the beach, savor an ice cream cone, run 
through a sprinkler, tend to your garden?whatever brings you summer joy. If you want to take this challenge even 
further, see how you can incorporate the fruits of the spirit into your summer activities. Maybe share the joy and 
invite friends over for the afternoon. Practice patience with your children as they call your name for the millionth 
time. Exhibit self-control when you are offered your tenth s?more. Offer peace when there is fighting over the last 
slice of watermelon. 
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Address Service Request ed

The Ways of Grace is the monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church, Fairmont MN for members, visitors and friends of 
Grace. The monthly deadline is the 15th of the month. Please send correspondence regarding the Ways of Grace to the editor 

at office@gracelutheranchurch.org.

Contact  t he   Staf f  

Inter im Pastor  Joe BW Smith - smith@gracelutheranchurch.org

Nick i  Kueker  - Director of Christian Education 
kueker@gracelutheranchurch.org 

Jennel le Cunning - Deacon of Spiritual Care
cunning@gracelutheranchurch.org

Jane Reiman - Finance Director 
reiman@gracelutheranchurch.org

Amber  Ogaard - Office Coordinator
office@gracelutheranchurch.org

Brad Anderson- Maintenance 
Emergency contact number: 236-1123

Our  Facebook  page (Fairmont Grace Lutheran Church), the church website 
(www.gracelutheranchurch.org),  and our  church emai ls are a few  places to go to get        

updates on the worship schedule.  You can also cal l  the church off ice at 238-4418.
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